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ind& heart
A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITVVORTH COLLEGE
APRIL 1998
To those of you who are Christians, we hope you had a happy and blessed Easter. As! write this letter very early on Easter Sunday morning, I am sitting
in my study, directly in front of three paintings that Bonnie and I purchased six years ago during Lent in Cuenca, Ecuador. The first painting portrays the
bewildered face of Christ as he hangs on the cross, crying out to a Father he fears has forsaken him. The second painting of Christ's face shows his
resignation and depletion as he utters, "It is finished." The third painting positions the viewer inside the tomb, as a shadowy silhouette walks out toward
the morning light. It is Easter. I'm sure it is indulgent of me to allow my morning prayers to find their way into this newsletter, but on this day, more than
any other, all of my thoughts seem to follow Christ toward the light. So this morning, I offer prayers to our risen Redeemer for all of you, for all of our
students, and for all who need the resurrected Savior. Happy Easter.
ACADEMICS
consider it a privilege to report that our new vice president for
academic affairs is Dr. Tammy Reid. As the first Whitworth alum to
occupy this post, Tammy has made many contributions to the college,
including service as interim academic dean, associate academic dean,
professor and adjunct professor. The search committee, led by Faculty
President Mike Ingram, recommended Tammy after conducting a thor-
ough national search. We celebrate this event in the life of Whitworth
College and we are very confident that Tammy will serve and lead with
distinction this institution she so loves.
It is also noteworthy that Dr. Reid's appointment puts Whitworth in
the position of having three of its four vice-presidential positions
occupied by women. Like so many other industries, higher education has
suffered from a chilly climate for women in leadership. We are hoping that
vice presidents Tammy Reid, Kathy Storm and Kristi Burns can work with
Alice Kellar, our director of human resources, to make Whitworth a place
where men and women alike feel valued and supported.
A couple of weeks ago a Mind & Heart reader said I talk too much
about music in this newsletter. Admittedly, music programs strike a
higher public profile than some academic areas. But one of the reasons
music keeps showing up in these letters is because Whitworth is good at
it. And one of the main reasons we have such a fine music program is that
for 21 years we have enjoyed the superb leadership of Music Department
Chair Dick Evans. Last year, when Dick turned over the departmental reins
to Dan Keberle, I failed to mention the change in the Mind & Heart. With
as much drivel as I manage to include in these newsletters, I can't believe
I failed to tell you something so important. Furthermore, as the son and
husband of professional musicians, I can say, with all due love and respect,
that leading a group of musicians isn't exactly duck soup. So congratula-
tions to Dick Evans for a great job as department chair, and best wishes to
Dan Keberle for continued success in this very important position.
Congratulations to the four faculty members whose proposals for
summer research were accepted for funding under the Pew-Gordon
research grant. The faculty members and their research projects are Don
Calbreath, chemistry, Biochemistry, Behavior, and Blame; Jim Edwards,
religion, A Reconsideration of the Synoptic Problem; Pamela Corpron
Parker, English, Good Women, Good Works; and Carol Smucker, psy-
chology, The Stendhal Syndrome: Religious Art and Hyperkulturemia.
Several professors presented papers in March. Spanish Professor
Conny Palacios presented a paper at the Sexto Congresso Internacional de
Literatura Centroamericana in Panama. The paper was titled Edad Diversa
Metapoesia y respuesta. Math Professor Lyle Cochran presented a paper
titled Using "Mathematica" in the Classroom at the Second Annual
Technology Fair for Teachers and Parents at Gonzaga University. Don
Calbreath, in addition to reviewing papers for the Journal of Chemical
Education and the Archives of Internal Medicine, presented a paper titled
Genetic Screening and Privacy Issues at the Science Seminar at Whit-
worth College.
Bookstores around the country now have in stock the book Face to
Face: The Changing State of Racism Across America, by Associate
Professor of Psychology Jim Waller. Related to Jim's book on prejudice
is the news that President Clinton's "Initiative on Race" has selected Jim's
Jan Term study tour, Prejudice Across America, as one of "One Hundred
Promising National Practices" designed to promote racial reconciliation,
increase positive dialogue and expand opportunities for every American.
On April 6, we were captivated in Forum by the 21 participants from this
year's tour who reported on how they were shaken to their very founda-
tions as these students came face to face with past and present acts of
racism in our country.
Four of our theater students brought home awards from the ACT
Festival in the Tr -Cities. Auditorium Technical Director Mike
Westenskow said of the students, "They had a great time and came back
full of new enthusiasm and a bunch of new ideas on how to spend money
that we don't have." Vintage Mike. The students, Joel Hobson, Chris
Hilty, Ryan Donahoe and Bryan Cooper, received prizes for stage carpen-
try, theatrical lighting, props and costuming.
STUDENT LIFE
I am thinking of putting the senior class in charge•of my personal
finances. This year the class decided its gift to the college would be a
beautiful bench for the Loop. But Class of '98 fund-raisers were so
successful that they ended up with enough for two benches. And further-
more, the benches arrived early. My pattern for such purchases is to have
half as much money as I thought I'd have for a product that a) arrives six
months later than it was promised, b) includes the terrifying message,
"Some assembly required," and c) is broken. So thank you and congratu-
lations to Whitworth's Class of 1998.
Our increasingly famous Hawaiian Luau reached new heights this
year. For the first time in five years, I had to be out of town during the luau,
but my family and many others report that both the program and the food
were the best ever. I know that many people deserve appreciation for this
great event, but our whole Hawaiian student program has been helped
immensely by having Admission Counselor and Hawaiian Club Advisor
Larry Kekaulike working at Whitworth for the past two years. Larry is a
graduate of Kamehameha High School in Honolulu (which has provided us
with 38 of our current students) and an aficionado of Hawaiian culture. So
thanks to our Hawaiian students and to Larry, and special thanks to the
parents of our Hawaiian students, who worked so hard in the islands
preparing the food and gathering the foliage that they brought over for the
luau.
On April 6, students hosted faculty members at the Campus Center
to celebrate Faculty Appreciation Day. We have found that the single
most important component in a student's educational experience at
Whitworth College is the connection that he or she makes with faculty
members. So we do not take our students' appreciation lightly, and we
continue to pledge to them our best efforts.
The fourth week of April, which I always think of as Board of Trustees
Week, presents a very interesting theme. All week long students will be
addressing the question, "Can we be moral in an immoral world?" Faculty
and staff will facilitate discussions that examine the compatibility be-
tween Christianity and capitalism, the relationship between politics and
morality, what it means to be "good" from different faith perspectives, and
the current state of Christi anity at Whitworth College. The highlight of the
week will be a discussion following this spring's Whitworth Theatre
production of Bertolt Brecht's The Good Woman of Setzuan, a play that
shows the struggles of being righteous in a fallen world.
RESOURCES
Too often when we think of resources, only money comes to mind. One
of the most important resources of Whitworth College is its board of
trustees. A couple of weeks ago, several of us went to the San Francisco
Bay Area to honor Dr. James Little, former Whitworth trustee, by
awarding him the George Whitworth Medal. It was a wonderful celebra-
tion. For me, the whipped cream on the event came three days later when
I received a call from Jim. This former pastor and church leader who has
spent his life lavishing appreciation and praise on others reported to me
that a couple of days after he was honored, he woke up during the night and
thought to himself, "Maybe some of these nice things that people are
saying about me are actually true." To underscore the truth of the
-
accolades, several of Jim's friends committed $100,000 to set up the Jim
Little Endowed Faculty Development Fund, which will be available in the
fall of 1999 and will be used to support faculty scholarship. Jim and we
would be thrilled to accept contributions to this fund from those wishing
to support faculty development at Whitworth.
Three wonderful Whitworth couples have recently established real-
estate-funded trusts with the Whitworth Foundation. We are very
grateful to these people for their contributions, which represent a total fair
market value in excess of $2.25 million.
The campus is looking great. Projects are on schedule and Mother
Nature has combined with Ultimate Frisbee players to bring vitality to
sunny April afternoons.
MISCELLANEOUS
The Whitworth Choir will perform in concert with members of the
Spokane Symphony on Sunday, May 3, at 7:30 p.m. at St. John's
Cathedral in Spokane. Featured works include Chichester Psalms by
Leonard Bernstein, Mass in G Minor by Ralph Vaughan Williams, Quiet
City by Aaron Copland and Lord, Make Me an Instrument of Thy Peace
by John Rutter. You don't want to miss this great concert. Tickets are
available through the Music Department at (509) 777-3280.
On May 16 and 17, Whitworth will welcome back the Class of 1948
to celebrate its 50th reunion. It is always great to have our 50-year
reunion grads joining Commencement, donning crimson caps and gowns
as they lead the processional for the current year's graduates. On Satur-
day, April 25, Whitworth's Class Ambassadors will be on campus for
their annual day of training and fellowship. We have 45 Whitworth
alumni who volunteer their time and effort to help the college stay
connected to its alumni. If you are interested in becoming involved in
alumni activities, please call our Alumni Director, Tad Wisenor, at 509-
777-4401 or 1-800-532-4668.
ATHLETICS
The Whitworth men knew exactly what to do on the Boppell track this
past Saturday in an NCIC quadrangular: Whitworth 67, George Fox
66, Willamette 65, Whitman 2. On the women's side, George Fox took
first place with 69.5 points and our Whitworth women took second place
with 60.5 points. In his second year, Head Track Coach Toby Schwarz is
delighted with the progress he has seen in both our men and women
performers. Men's winners included Joel Robnett in the 100-meter dash,
Chet Doughty in the long jump and Takashi Atkins in both the shot-put
and discus, while Betsy Slemp won both the hammer and the discus for
the women while her teammates garnered nine second-place finishes.
Our men's and women's tennis teams have battled the weather as
much as they have fought their opponents this season. Our women's
record stands at 2-2 in the conference, with Joelle Staudinger, Amy Fong,
Tara Bonelli and Kasey Shibao turning in great performances. The
women will face George Fox, Lewis & Clark and Pacific University this
weekend. The men, led by Josef Dun, Alan Mikkelson and Mark Rice,
take a 5 -11 record into this week's matches with Whitman, Willamette,
Linfield and Lewis-Clark State.
In its first season of play, our women's softball team stands 4-12 in
the conference and 8-21 overall. This past weekend the women lost
two games in which they had solid leads. I think this is called "the Mariner
effect," although it would be cruel and unfair to our women's softball
pitching staff to compare it to the Mariner bullpen. We are thrilled to have
a full-fledged women's softball program up and running at Whitworth
College. Congratulations to Head Coach Gary Blake and stats leaders
Heather Hedum, Traci Moore, Penny Pearson and Katie Carpenter.
The Whitworth baseball team has been knocking the cover off the ball
this season, but has struggled on the mound. The team batting average
of .300 and slugging percentage of .509 should give the guys a better
record than the 5-11 mark they bring into this week's contests. Tim Bishop
has 11 home runs and a slugging percentage of .847 and has been backed
up by excellent performances from Chad Ripke, Jack Arthaud, Jason
Francek, Miguel Saldin, Eric Brown, Dan Robertson, Jason Tracy and
Scott Yoshihara. First-year coach Keith Ward is very pleased with his
sluggers and is confident that the pitching will continue to develop
throughout this season and on into next.
In the last issue of Mind and Heart, I told you I'd update you on
postseason honors for our winter athletes. Jeff Mix of our men's
basketball team was named All-NCIC first team, and Ben Heimerman
earned a berth on the second squad. Men's Head Basketball Coach Warren
Friedrichs was named NCIC Co-Coach of the Year, along with Bob
Gaylord of Lewis & Clark. Andrea Sherer of our women's basketball team
made second team All-NCIC. Swimmers who earned All-America honors
were Mindy Galbraith, Alison Eckenroad, Ben Swinehart, Brian Rice and
Jeremiah Pappe. Academic All-America recognition went to Alison
Eckenroad and Tania Braun (who had the highest GPA of anyone under
consideration for this honor). Congratulations to these fine scholar-
athletes.
DATES TO REMEMBER
April 22-24 Board of Trustees Meeting
April 23-26 Spring Theatre Production:
The Good Woman of Setzuan
May 3 Spring Choir Concert
May 16-17 Commencement Weekend
The other day I received a letter from the parents of one of our students.
It was filled with appreciation for their daughter's experience at Whit-
worth. As I close this newsletter, I echo their prayer: "In the business of
raising and educating people, there can be no second place. We did our
best with our daughter, then passed her on to you. We thank you for the
role that you have played in her life, and we pray that God will continue
to bless her, you and Whitworth College." Blessings t 11 of you.
indeart
A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
DECEMBER '98
I'm about to break a record for the fastest Mind and Heart ever written. I'm sure it will show. I'm in Seattle and have to leave in 90 minutes for the first
of our six Whitworth Christmas concerts, this one in Bellevue. It's only the first week of December, but with the Christmas mail glut, we need to push
this letter out early. I hope you have a blessed holiday season. More important to us than the gifts we exchange with one another are the gifts we receive from
God: his Incarnate Word and the people he sends us. We believe you to be among God's good gifts. Thank you and bless you for your service.
ACADEMICS
We've now received the draft report from the accrediting team that
visited campus in late September. This detailed document gives us more
specific input than the brief commendations I described in October's Mind
and Heart, and repeatedly refers to the high quality of our faculty and the
strength of our entire institution's commitment to Whitworth's mission.
Vice President for Academic Affairs Tammy Reid and I will be in Bellevue
on Dec. 11 to respond formally to the report.
Barbara Sanders, assistant professor in the School of Education, has
won an award from the Association of Independent Liberal Arts
Colleges of Teacher Education. Barb will work with students in our Master
in Teaching program and their mentors as they try to answer questions about
curriculum, instruction and classroom management issues.
Overwhelming audience response has prompted Diana Trotter,
associate professor of theatre, to lead a group of seven students on a tour of
the Seattle area this January with their performance of an original, student-
written script about body image called "Mirror, Mirror." (As I edit this, I find
myself chuckling about a '97 theater grad who was part of a group of young
alumni Bonnie and I went out with after the Bellevue concert. In spite of his
shameless efforts, he wasn't able to achieve his stated goal of saying
something profound enough to include in this letter; starting every sentence
with "We hold these truths to be self-evident" didn't really help his case.)
A group of Whitworth's computer science students placed 16th out of
57 teams competing in a computer programming contest held at
Oregon State University. Overseen by Kent Jones, assistant professor of
computer science, the team faced competition made up mostly of major
West Coast universities. The rules allowed each team to include a graduate
student, which most of the teams did. So the accomplishment of our three
undergrads — Josh Hug, Mike Bilenko and Tyler Edwards — was all the
more noteworthy.
Many formal and informal meetings during the week of Nov. 16
provided spirited discussions on the origins of life and the implications
for faith. Phillip Johnson, a nationally renowned author and speaker on
"design theory" opened the week, and Ken Miller, a well-known and
respected evolution scholar, closed it out. The net effect was positive, but
I think we could have enjoyed a higher level of openness and respect had
we been a little smarter in framing the discussions. We keep learning.
In last summer's Mind and Heart I mentioned that the Johnston
Science Center renovation was well under way. This major project
has required the science faculty to locate labs in the former dining hall
and the old Student Life building, both of which were vacated when
Phase II of the HUB was completed. The science faculty are tempo-
rarily sharing offices in a house across campus from the Johnston
Center, close to the Fieldhouse. We thank them and our students for
their tolerance during this major upheaval and dislocation. The good
news is that renovations will be complete by second semester.
I was so wired that I didn't need coffee for three days after our jazz
band lit it up last month with internationally acclaimed saxophonist
Joe Lovano. It was a great performance. Director Dan Keberle and the
Whitworth Jazz Ensemble head to Rome in Jan Term for a series of
performances. Italy will never be the same.
Jan Term will find our students in many parts of the world in addition
to Rome. The largest study program is heading to Guatemala, where
Assistant Professor of Spanish Conny Palacios will oversee language study
by 21 students beginning a four-month stay in Central America. Other
programs are taking students to Alaska, San Francisco, Bolivia, Mexico,
Hawaii, Israel, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, France, the United Kingdom
and probably a few spots I don't have in my notes. Please pray for the safety
of these and all our students and faculty who are traveling during Jan Term.
Should the U.S. Postal Service get this letter to you faster than usual,
try to see the display by our junior art students in the Koehler Art Gallery
from Dec. 1 to 17. I've been booked since its opening, but I'm always
amazed at the quality produced by our art students, and I'll not miss this show.
STUDENT LIFE
The commitment of Whitworth students to service is one this college's
proudest distinguishing characteristics. During November, the students
raised more than $9,000 for World Vision relief efforts in Honduras,
$7,000 for Young Life relief work in Matagalpa, Nicaragua, and $185 for
the Red Cross. They also loaded a 53-foot trailer with food and goods for
victims of Hurricane Mitch, and assembled 161 Christmas boxes for a
Samaritan's Purse program for poor children around the world. These
students don't have very much money or time, but scarce resources have
never been a match for giving hearts.
Our students are caught up in a bit of controversy right now as they
try to decide whether to put ASWC funds toward the construction of
a climbing wall on campus that the seniors have proposed to fund, in
part, as a class gift. We're seeing good arguments on both sides of the
issue. I prefer this kind of student activism to having them storm the
administration building.
Mahalo to the parents of current students and alums from Hawai'i for
your help and hospitality at the college fairs and at our Hawai'i
Information Night. It was great to see you. By the way, getting home went
more smoothly for me than my trip over, but the end of the big travel month
went true to form. On my last day we got stuck behind an accident on the
westbound San Francisco Bay Bridge, making us late for a crucial meeting
downtown, causing me to let the parking meter expire, giving the city of
San Francisco the joy of towing away my car, making us late for our next
three appointments, which would have caused us to be late for our late
flight home, which was, of course, two hours late in departing because of
the driving rainstorm that was in our faces every direction we turned all day
long. But back to things Hawai'ian. Kanikapila (music, food and dance) at
Whitworth was a big success, with more than 100 people attending a night
of good music, dance and "grinds" (food). Again, mahalo and aloha to you
parents.
We bid farewell and blessings to those international students return-
ing to their countries after this semester. Godspeed, and thank you for
studying with us. The International Office celebrated Christmas with these
students, their host families, and other international students a few days ago.
RESOURCES
We find ourselves in the midst of blessings and challenges.
The blessings:
• Good news continues to emerge about The Whitworth Fund. Our gift-
processing staff was busier than ever in November. Our deep gratitude
goes to all of you who send unrestricted gifts to Whitworth.
• We are also very thankful to the Lindsey family. This month we received
an additional $400,000 designated for the Guy and Gertrude Lindsey
Endowed Scholarship fund, bringing its total to $1.2 million.
• Trustee Harvey Bolton and his wife, Gail, added to their giving this
month with a pledge of $90,000 to the Bolton Endowed Scholarship. The
Boltons have given generously to the Cowles Auditorium Fund and are
great supporters of The Whitworth Fund as well. We appreciate their
leadership immensely.
• Trustee Marty Polhemus and his wife, Jean, long-time supporters of
Whitworth, have joined the Boltons in their support of endowed scholar-
ships. Marty and Jean will donate more than $100,000 to establish the
Polhemus Scholarships.
There's more good news, but I think I'll hold it until next month. Here
are some challenges:
• Recently passed legislation in Washington, D.C., to raise the minimum
wage will hit our payroll with great force because of our high level of
unfunded, non-work-study student employment.
• A suit brought by the ACLU against independent colleges in Washington
seeks to prohibit one of the state's financial aid funds from going to
students attending church-related colleges. This action has staggering
implications. I'll keep you posted.
• We very much need to improve the quality of our classrooms. We have
funds for a Dixon Hall remodel, but what we really need is a new
classroom building that meets today's academic demands.
• We have to be relentless in building our endowment if we are to continue
to be affordable to our students.
So there's our Christmas list. Unless the heavy guy who's "makin' a list,
checkin' it twice" draws Whitworth's name from the office grab bag, we
are going to need hard work, generous hearts and God's good grace to meet
these challenges. Thanks again to those of you who have helped bring
Whitworth so far.
MISCELLANEOUS
Several spots are still available for Leonard Oakland's Core 650 tour
to Paris in 1999. Call the Alumni Office (509-777-3799 or 800-532-4668)
for more details.
Parents, with the end of the calendar year approaching, you might like
to have information on the Federal Tax Relief Act designed to help
college students and their families. You can contact your tax accountant, or
try the IRS web site, http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/prod/hot/not97-60.111m1, or this
web site: http://www.nasfaa.orgistaticigeneral/public/GrevHopeCC111698.html.
Spokane area alumni, look in your mailboxes for a postcard from the
Alumni Office in January. This card will serve as a free admission ticket
for you and your family to attend the second annual Whitworth Alumni
Basketball Doubleheader and Ice Cream Social, on Jan. 30 against Seattle
University. Look in the next Mind and Heart for more information on
February alumni basketball events at road games in Walla Walla, Portland
and Tacoma.
Here are a few books by Whitworth folks that would be good Christmas
gifts: Face to Face: The Changing State of Racism across America, by
Psychology Professor Jim Waller (Plenum Insight, New York); Journey
Against One Current, by Zhi-Dao "Julia" Duan, '94, with Judy Palpant
(William Carey Library); and A Grace Disguised, by Religion Professor
Jerry Sittser (Zondervan).
ATHLETICS
The men's basketball team was ahead by a point with just three minutes
left in what would have gone down as one of the great upsets in Whitworth
history. Leading NCAA Division l's undefeated Utah State team (which had
just beaten 9th-ranked Utah and carried a 29-game home winning streak), the
Bucs got beat at the free throw line in the final moments, 69-65. It's rough when
your opponent shoots 25 free throws to your five. After a 1-1 split in
conference games this weekend, the Bucs stand at 3-2, and in spite of losing
some great players to graduation, the guys will do well this year.
The women's team had a pretty good weekend, splitting a pair of
games with UPS and Lewis and Clark. UPS has some fine players, and
the women struggled a bit against them, but Head Coach Helen Higgs'
crew came back strong Saturday night, thumping Lewis and Clark
before an appreciative Fieldhouse crowd. With the conference season
just under way, the women look good.
Both the men's and women's swim teams go into their fourth
weekend undefeated at 4-0. I've seen a couple meets and I think our
swimmers look great, but this weekend is the big Northwest Invita-
tional, so we'll get a better idea of how strong our teams are.
A number of our student-athletes received post-season honors.
Football players Josh Parbon, Jimmy Ramirez, Matt Stueckle, Sky
Blake, Mitch Ellerd and Ryan Wilson made the All-Northwest Confer-
ence first team, and RB Ben Vaday, Matt Stueckle, Ivan Gustafson,
Pono Lopez, Andy Clark and John Bates were named to the second
squad. (Stueckle made first team as a kicker and second team as a
receiver— not too shabby.) Damian Putney, Matt Miethe, Chris Wilson
and Danilo Viloria received honorable mention. In women's soccer,
Amber Young and Heidi Bohnett both made All-NWC first team, while
on the men's side Mark Lupton, Aron Grubb, Jace Jones and J.J. Klaus
earned honorable mention. It's been a great year for our fall athletes.
It's now Saturday morning, and the concert last night was beautiful and very
moving. Because it was a more contemplative program than some have
been, I found myself thinking back to my two-week study leave last
summer, when I decided to write down all the ways in which the life and
teachings of Jesus surprised those whom he encountered. I ran out of paper.
Virtually everything from his genealogy to his ascension astonished people.
It's good that things have changed. With 2,000 years to figure Jesus out, we
can now explain everything about him, including how he wants the guy
down the street to behave. No more surprises. How arrogant are we? One
of God's biggest surprises — a lowly manger as the birthplace for his son —
placed a frame of humility around the greatest gift ever given. But are we
humble in the way we consider and present Jesus? We at Whitworth are
"Christian scholars." I fear the world often associates both of these words
with hubris and pride. May this Christmas season bring the humility of
Christ into the hearts of us all, students and teachers alike. And may this
holiday season bring great joy to you. We remember you with thankful, and,
we hope, humble hearts.
indeart 
A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
FEBRUARY 1998
Spring semester has arrived and it's at full throttle. I don't know whether there were shadows last week on Groundhog Day, but here in mild Spokane it
might be difficult to tell the difference between an extension of winter and the arrival of spring. Our globetrotting students, as well as those who stayed on
campus, report great January Term experiences. In the midst of our good feelings, we hold in prayer those of you who have been battered by severe weather.
Whitworth has many alumni and friends in the California regions that have suffered tragic losses. Whether we're talking about financial markets, the weather
or political popularity polls, we seem to be in a time of extraordinary volatility. The challenge for Whitworth, and! suppose for us all, is to identify those
areas in which we should adapt and those in which we should remain firm. At Whitworth, our mission tops the "firm" list, while our pedagogies are under
perpetual review. I hope this letter finds you well.
ACADEMICS
In the last Mind and Heart I featured our January Term classes. This
month I thought you might enjoy highlights from a cross-section of our
faculty members.
• Associate Professor of Theatre Rick Hornor is taking a well-deserved
sabbatical this semester. He is spending the term teaching theatre at
Stillman College in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Stillman, a historically black
college associated with our denomination, is one of the schools with which
we have an exchange agreement. I just ran across Dan Plies, a Whitworth
senior who spent last semester at Stillman and found the experience both
challenging and exhilarating.
• Assistant Professor of English Laurie Lamon has been publishing in
a wide variety of periodicals. Her current and future publications include
"Night," in the New Republic; "Husband and Wife," forthcoming in
Southern Humanities Review; "Garlic," soon to be out in Parnassus;
"Talk," in an upcoming issue of The Seattle Review; and "Moving Ground,"
to be published in Yarrow. And just today, I heard the great news that a
section of Laurie's ten-part poem,"Like Praise," has been accepted for
publication by the Atlantic Monthly.
• We welcome two new faculty members to our campus this term:
David Holt just received his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago, and
`BioDun Ogundayo holds a doctorate from the State University of New
York. 'BioDun Ogundayo will teach French, and David Holt will teach in
our History/Political and International Studies Department, filling in for
Political Studies Professor John Yoder, who is on sabbatical and a
Fulbright-sponsored leave of absence over the next three semesters.
• Speaking of John Yoder, I just received an e-mail from him yesterday.
He has safely arrived at Daystar University in Kenya, where he will be
spending part of his sabbatical.
• Associate Professor Emeritus of Modern Languages Pierrette
Christianne-Lovrien is kicking off her final France Study Tour as I write.
Bonnie and I received a phone call yesterday from our daughter, who is a
student on the tour. She reported that Pierrette is wonderful and knows
everybody in Southern France. Unlike her father, this young woman
occasionally succumbs to hyperbole.
• Dean of the School of Education Dennis Sterner represented our
teacher-education faculty in accepting a check for $5,500 from Seafirst
Bank to be used toward the support of our School of Education's work with
the Coeur d'Alene Tribal School. Special thanks to Director of Institutional
Advancement for Community and Corporate Relations Elsa Distelhorst for
her assistance in this project.
• Psychology faculty member and Vice President for Student Life
Kathy Storm received word that she and Director of Student Employment
and Institutional Research Gordon Jacobson are receiving a grant for
$5,000 from the Western Region Campus Compact Consortium to fund a
service-learning project at Whitworth.
• Associate Professor of English Doug Sugano has been asked to deliver
a paper this summer at the International Medieval Institute at the University
of Leeds, England. Whitworth is fortunate to have two top scholars in
medieval studies. Doug has focused his work in medieval literature, and the
medieval history research of Associate Professor of History Corliss
Slack has also drawn national attention.
• Assistant Professor of Political Studies Julia Stronks is writing a book
with her mother, Gloria Stronks, an education professor at Calvin College.
The book examines the legal rights and responsibilities of Christian
teachers in public schools. This should be an extremely interesting and
important work. I will let you know the publication details in a future Mind
and Heart.
I was in Washington, D.C., last week and I heard a media person
talking about how college faculties have become more interested in
research than in learning. The falsehood of this dichotomy at Whitworth
College was made clear to me the day after! got home, when! heard Physics
Professor Lois Kieffaber respond to the question, "What would be a
distinctive of physics at Whitworth?" Lois responded immediately that
"The extent to which our students do research with our faculty" distin-
guishes us from most institutions. Faculty research and scholarship at
Whitworth thoroughly involves students and deepens, rather than dis-
tances, their relationships with professors.
ENROLLMENT AND ADMISSIONS
We're slightly behind last year's application numbers, but it's pretty
early to draw conclusions. March 1 is our application deadline, so please
encourage any prospective students you know to apply ASAP. There will
likely be grace on this year's deadline date. This is a great place!
More than 100 prospective students and parents will be on campus this
weekend for Campus Close-up, one of the visitation programs that we
hold each year. Most of our visitors will be fall '98 applicants taking a
closer look at Whitworth before making their final decisions.
FINANCES
The 1997-98 budget seems to be pretty much on target. Our utilities
expense line has been in especially good shape due to higher temperatures
and lower natural gas consumption. The campus feels very different from
a typical Spokane winter when! look out my window in early February and
see shorts-and-shirtsleeves-clad students engaged in ultimate Frisbee games
while Physical Plant staffers find themselves raking instead of shoveling.
The weather has also helped us catch up completely on the Campus
Center Phase II project. In fact, the exterior brickwork is almost a month
ahead of plan. I'm hoping we make commercial construction history and
complete the project early and under budget.
Completion of the Campus Center will mark the point at which we will
be able to focus our capital efforts on strengthening academic re-
sources. In addition to the Johnston Science Center renovation (to which
SAFECO just generously contributed $25,000), we will focus on renovat-
ing existing teaching stations and creating new classroom spaces. This will
be an exciting period as we focus on academics, the core of what we do and
the bull's-eye in our strategic plan.
The Whitworth Fund continues its steady climb to our goal of$1,250,000.
We are right on pace, so let this item serve as a thank-you and a reminder.
John and Judy Scotford have given us permission to identify them as
the anonymous donors of a large gift that I mentioned a couple of
months ago. The Scotfords have come forward with a gift of $1 million for
capital projects at Whitworth. John has served as a trustee for more than
eight years and has been an important member of the Development
Committee and the Buildings and Grounds Committee. Look for a story in
the current issue of Whitworth Today about John, '51, and Judy and their
love and support for Whitworth.
STUDENT LIFE
February is a short month at both ends, with planned activities being
cut back while students resettle on campus. A number of students did
enjoy the ASWC's hosting of "Tune In," a professional game show in
which student contestants had to name tunes in various musical categories
in order to win cash. Our students won more than $250. Paying homage to
the aphorism "Money won is more fun than money earned," students made
sure that Pipeline Pizza was the ultimate beneficiary of their good fortune.
Our Student Life staff is busy taking applications for various student
leadership positions as they prepare to select next year's student-leader-
ship team. Whitworth's training, selection, development and use of student
leaders is the most extensive I have seen in a college or university.
February will end with a playwrights' festival, featuring plays written,
directed and performed by Whitworth students. In addition, students
will enjoy "Star Search," a campus talent show at which winners in the areas
of vocal music, instrumental music, and novelty acts will each win $100. In
this last category, we require students to forfeit all rights afforded them by
the First Amendment of the United States Constitution.
ATHLETICS
It is 9:50 on Tuesday night, February 10, and I just watched our men's
basketball team win its 41st consecutive home game. Leading by just four
points at halftime, the Bucs (who are ranked eighth in the nation in this
week's NAIA Division II poll) pulled away from Whitman in the second
half to win 92-82. Senior Jeff Mix had a season-high 22 points, and 5'8"
senior Sean Weston was huge — but good ball movement and tenacious
defense got everybody in on the success. This weekend the Pirates put their
streak on the line against a very tough PLU team and then against Lewis and
Clark, currently number 12 in the NAIA rankings.
The women also walked away from tonight's contest with a win. The
Pirates are now 8-6 in the NCIC. Andrea Sherer is leading the team in
scoring with 15 points per game, and the Bucs are getting superb play from
freshman Jamie Wakefield, who's averaging 10 a game. With starting point
guard Emily Stuenkel out with stress fractures in both legs and Kristin Davis
battling a shoulder injury, Kristi Pentzer has taken over the point guard
position and is playing extremely well. Also, Star Olson, Katie Warner, and
Cindy Viall are making strong showings. The Pirates will probably need to
win both games this weekend if they are to move into fourth place and the
final playoff spot in the conference.
Last weekend I had a chance to see the Whitworth swimmers pummel
Evergreen State on Friday night, followed by a men's victory and a
women's defeat against Willamette on Saturday. We were excited to learn
that Jeremiah Pappe and Alison Eckenroad, who each won four events in the
two days, were named the NAIA Swimmers of the Week. Great perfor-
mances were also turned in by Mindy Galbraith, who won three events over
the weekend, and Brian Rice, who won four races including the 1,000
freestyle, the 500 freestyle, and the 100 breaststroke against Willamette on
Saturday. Athletics Director Scott McQuilkin, '84, and I marveled as we
watched Head Coach Tom Dodd's swimmers excel at what would have been
a Titanic experience for the two of us. This weekend, Lewis and Clark will
host the conference championships, and we have high hopes for both our
men's and women's teams.
Don't forget the Whitworth College/Wendle Motors golf outing on
May 29 at the Spokane Country Club. This is a great opportunity for
alumni and friends to gather and support Whitworth College Athletics while
having great fun in the Florida scramble format. In the spirit of egalitarian-
ism, this year we will be leashing a rabid pit bull to one leg of each member
of the Tikker foursome. We feel this could reduce the number of strokes by
which they beat the rest of us.
MISCELLANEOUS
Whitworth College, Whitworth Community Presbyterian Church
and the Inland Northwest Presbytery are hosting "Mission 2000," a
global mission conference, February 20-22. Many of our students have
expressed interest in participating in the conference. Staley Lecturer John
Perkins, one of our nation's greatest champions of racial reconciliation, is
coming up from Mississippi to head a list of leading missions experts who
will make presentations at this event.
If you live in the San Francisco area, you won't want to miss the
Whitworth Wind and Jazz Ensembles' Spring Break tour (March 21-
29). For schedule information, contact our Alumni Office at (509) 777-
3799. Both groups are outstanding and will be recording CD's this year.
The jazz ensemble performed by invitation last Sunday at the Washington
Music Educators' All-State Convention in the Yakima Capitol Theatre —
a significant honor for our student musicians.
On May 3, the Whitworth College Choir will be performing at
St. John's Cathedral with members of the Spokane Symphony. Be-
tween this performance and Bloomsday, the city is expecting an additional
200,000 people downtown that day. More than half of them will be there
for Bloomsday — way more than half, actually. But I'm sure that many of
these folks will want to head over to St. John's to hear Spokane's great
symphony and the finest collegiate choir in the Northwest.
Don't forget two important upcoming alumni dates. On February 28,
Associate Professor of Religion Jerry Sittser and Associate Professor of
History Dale Soden will be in Los Angeles making a Core 650 presentation
at Brentwood Presbyterian Church, 12000 San Vicente Boulevard. Then,
for you local alumni, March 12 is Whitworth hockey night with the
Spokane Chiefs. For registration information regarding these events,
please call (509) 777-3799 or (800) 532-4668.
DATES TO REMEMBER
February 20-22
February 25
February 19-20
Mission 2000 (see MISCELLANEOUS, item 1)
NCIC Basketball Playoffs Begin
NCIC Swimming Championships
We had a great time in Asia. Bonnie joined me in Thailand, and after a
wonderful alumni meeting in Bangkok, we went on a trek with alumnus
Vira Aroonvatanapom, '68. It was exhilarating to hike the mountains and
jungles of northern Thailand. Of course, being with Vira during the trek,
then joining his family, along with Whitworth Trustee Franklin Ott and his
wife, Margie May, was a joy. We also had a very productive time at our
sister school, Payap University, in Chiang Mai. My best-learned lesson on
this trip was found in the pure pleasure of escaping the pressure cooker to
spend time with Bonnie and simply to enjoy God. We shouldn't have to go
to the other side of the world for such immanent blessings. I hope this
Lenten season will be one of glorifying and enjoying God for each of you.
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I don't know exactly howl got in the habit of identifying my location when writing these newsletters, but today I'm looking down on the Pacific Ocean
with my nose pointed toward Asia. I actually like these long plane rides, although the last time I made this trip I left the Wednesday night before
Thanksgiving, crossed the international dateline that night, and skipped right to Friday. No turkey, no pilgrims, just Friday. Alas. Next year I think I'll
make this trip on the eve of my birthday and stay the same age for a couple of years. Happy 1998 to all of you. May the year bring blessing and prosperity
to each of you. It should be a great year for Whitworth.
ACADEMICS
Because we have had only a few days of classes since I wrote the
December Mind and Heart, I thought I would focus this section on our
Jan Term courses. Everyone seems to enjoy the change of curricular
rhythm for these three weeks, especially the skiers. I don't have a list of
our on-campus courses, but just as I left this morning, I received the
following sampling of the courses being taught off campus this term:
Prejudice Across America Study Tour: This course, taught by Jim
Waller, associate professor of psychology, examines expressions of
prejudice (primarily racism, sexism and anti-Semitism) in the Ameri-
can landscape. It includes a month-long Amtrak journey, with visits to
national museums, exhibitions and relevant historical sites, and lectures
from nationally renowned experts.
Ecology of the Baja Region: Working from a base camp located in a
small coastal village on the Sea of Cortez, 22 students, led by Dean
Jacobson, assistant professor of biology, will study the ecology of the
Baja region in California and Mexico. Students will camp out in the
desert while studying the flora and fauna of this remarkable area.
Domain of the Arts: San Francisco: This class has been popular for many
years. Led by Laura Bloxham, professor of English, students experience
musical, dramatic, cinematic, artistic and dance events along with daily
class sessions and a general introduction to urban San Francisco.
Music Study in London: Led by Deborah Hansen, assistant professor of
music, students will hear live performances by some of the world's best
orchestras, choruses and solo performers presenting music from the
Renaissance to the 20th century. There is also a trip to Stratford, Oxford
and Coventry. (I feel strongly that this class has gone far too long without
presidential attention, and I confess my negligence. Surely, I must soon
tear myself away from my duties and take a firsthand look at the extent to
which these students' needs are being met.)
British Culture Through Theatre. In this course, Rick Hornor, asso-
ciate professor of theatre, suffers through a visit to London, accompa-
nying students to theatre performances and seminars and introducing the
various aspects of English theatre and British culture, including a
backstage tour of the National Theatre and opportunities to meet a
theatre critic, director or actor. Other planned events include Cats, Les
Miserables, Phantom of the Opera, and a trip to Stratford to see the
Royal Shakespeare Company, with stops in Oxford and Coventry.
Historical Geography of the Bible: Led by Raja Tanas, professor of
sociology, who was born in Bethlehem, students will study the histori-
cal and geographical settings of the Bible. Whitworthians will stroll the
main streets of Bethlehem, Jerusalem and Nazareth while learning
about the person and work of Jesus Christ.
Christian Spirituality: Holing up for three weeks at Tall Timber
Ranch, a camp bordering the Glacier Peak Wilderness Area above the
town of Leavenworth, Wash., Jerry Sittser, associate professor of
religion, and his students will cover the history, theology and practice
of Christian spirituality and its implications for life today. Students
study, worship, work, build friendships and live in community — often
snowbound — throughout the course.
American Studies: San Francisco: Ann Dentler, instructor for our
English Language Program, will use the resources of the San Francisco
area to lead international students in a study of American culture
designed to develop an awareness and understanding of the values,
attitudes and cultural patterns of American life. The course will explore
the ways in which religion, the frontier, and a heritage of abundant
resources have shaped American values.
One other item I should report is related to the search process for
the vice president of academic affairs position. We have a good pool
of candidates and are about to conduct phone interviews based upon our
reference checks. Thanks for your interest, suggestions and prayers.
ENROLLMENT
Although it is too early to draw meaningful inferences, our admis-
sions picture for next September looks pretty good. We are a little
behind last year's application count, but we have been very impressed
with the applicants and we hope to have a good conversion ratio. Here are
the numbers: 362 freshman applications (199 of them early-action apps),
253 acceptances; 19 transfer applications, 10 acceptances; five interna-
tional applications, one acceptance.
One of my recent concerns was echoed a couple of weeks ago in a letter
from an alumnus. He was impressed with Whitvvorth's strong academic
profile, but was saddened that one of his young relatives with a high
school GPA of 2.5 and mediocre SAT scores would probably not be
admitted to Whitworth. As he described this student in his letter, I had no
doubt that he was presenting the picture of a great candidate for admission.
Although the "mean" numerical profile of our students has risen sharply,
we still admit students who are either late bloomers or are "excessively
well-rounded" (a term that has evolved in our house). Often these students
absolutely flourish during their Whitworth years. There are many factors
that influence success, and we look at them all. If Whitworth were to
become an institution for the academically elite only, it would lose the
richness and hope brought by those students who are utterly transformed
during their years here.
If you know high school juniors or seniors who are interested in visiting
Whitworth, the Admissions Office will host a "Campus Close-up" Febru-
ary 15-16 to introduce prospective students to the people, academic
programs, student life and campus activities at Whitworth. For more
information, please call Admissions at (509) 777-3212 or (800) 533-4668.
Parents, now is the time to reapply for financial aid for 1998-1999. For
students wanting to attend summer school or to use work study during the
summer, our priority deadline is March 1. Returning students who are
working on next year's packages should apply by May 1.
RESOURCES
Good news on the campus construction projects: Phase II of the
Campus Center is taking shape, with framing and sheeting of the exterior
shell almost complete. The roof and interior mechanical work are pro-
gressing well, and the contractor anticipates starting drywall work by
March 1. About the time we wrap up work on the Campus Center, we'll
be getting going on the Johnston Science Center. As soon as classes end,
workers will start renovation work on this project supported by the
National Science Foundation.
Thanks for your great generosity in the first half of our fiscal year. The
Whitworth Fund is running about $12,000 ahead of where we were at this
time last year. The unrestricted gifts that compose this fund support our
students and faculty as we work to keep a Whitworth education affordable
and accessible. We've increased the 1997-98 Whitworth Fund goal by
$100,000 over last year's, so we are really counting on your continued
support through June 30th. Thanks again.
Thanks also to those of you who gave appreciated stock to Whitworth
at the end of 1997. We experienced a substantial increase in the number
and amount of gifts given through stock transfers. Even Bonnie and I
joined in. Our one appreciated stock was feeling so lonely among an
otherwise perfect set of losers, we gave it to Whitworth and restored
symmetry to our small but consistent portfolio.
Again, thanks for your generosity. Total giving for the year is up. We're
grateful to you and thankful to God. And kudos to our fund-raising and
gift-processing staff. In the first six months of the fiscal year, they've
handled 264 more gifts than during the same period last year (and 386
more than two years ago).
STUDENT LIFE
Word from our ASWC activities coordinator: The talented and
socially supercharged Matty Broker suggests that Jan Term will not lack
for action. Among the more visible events are Movie Night, Ice Cream
Social, Eighties Explosion, Comedy Concert, Trash-4-Cash, Ski Trip,
Black Student Union Trips to Martin Luther King Jr. March, Karaoke,
Wild Walls, Laser Tag, Swim Meet, Green with Envy Dance, Super Bowl
Party, and a Schweitzer Ski Trip.
Congratulations to the 1997 yearbook staff, led by Dave Roth, editor,
and supported by Tad Wisenor, advisor. Natsihi 1997 received a first-
place award from the American Scholastic Press Association in that
organization's annual judging.
ATHLETICS
Today is either January 9 or 10; I'm not sure whether I've crossed the
dateline yet. Whatever day it is, we have athletics events this weekend,
so Assistant Director of Publications Terry Mitchell is going to do the
section on sports when I send this to her for edits. Thanks, Terry. Speaking
of edits, I won't be doing any on this and therefore I wash my hands of
anything objectionable. When I get to Nagoya, Japan, I'll send this back
to campus by e-mail, and I'm done.
The Pirate basketball teams went four-for-four in the Fieldhouse this
weekend, with the women scoring 97, their second-highest point total
ever, against Pacific University on Friday night, beating the Boxers by 24.
Sophomores Star Olson and Emily Stuenkel came up big: Olson scored 25
and Stuenkel had 14 points and 11 assists. On Saturday, the women came
back from a 15-point second-half deficit to beat Linfield 64-60, with
freshman Jamie Wakefield scoring 18. The women, who've won three in a
row, are now 3-1 and tied for first in the conference, with a 4-6 record overall.
This weekend they're off to Portland and Tacoma to take on the Pioneers of
Lewis and Clark and the Lutes of PLU. The Bucs are looking good.
Men's basketball also had a great weekend, welcoming senior Ben
Heimerman back to the squad for his last semester of eligibility.
Heimerman warmed to the welcome, tallying 12 points and seven boards
(in just 14 minutes) in Friday's 78-63 victory over a very physical Pacific
team and scoring 17 (with another seven rebounds) against Linfield on
Saturday night. The Bucs were down five points at the half in the Pacific
game, but they came back to outscore the Boxers by 20 after the intermis-
sion. Jeff Mix took a beating under the boards, but scored 17 points and
pulled down 11 rebounds. The next night, against Linfield, Jeff had
another great game, with 15 points and 10 boards. The men's home win
streak now stands at 36; the Pirates are 3-1 and tied for first in the
conference, and their overall record is 7-3. This weekend they embark on
their toughest road trip of the season, taking on Lewis and Clark and
Pacific Lutheran. Go, Bucs!
The nationally ranked swim teams finished up their Christmas-
vacation training trip by competing at UC Santa Cruz against UCSC
and Seattle. University. The Pirates, who averaged 12,000-16,000 yards
per day during training, competed well against UCSC and SU, with
freshman Brian Rice (this week's NCIC Men's Swimmer of the Week)
and juniors Alison Eckenroad and Jeremiah Pappe winning two indi-
vidual events each. This weekend, both Buc teams lost on the road to
Linfield, and both won at Lewis and Clark. Sophomore Mindy Galbraith
had an awesome weekend for the Bucs, winning the 200 and 500 freestyles
against Linfield and the 1,000 freestyle — in 10:41.81, a new school
record by nine seconds — against Lewis and Clark. Whoa!
MISCELLANEOUS
Core 650 is back! On Saturday, Feb. 28, Associate Professor of Religion
Jerry Sittser and Associate Professor of History Dale Soden are headed to
Los Angeles to offer two excellent presentation/discussions. The program
will begin at 2 p.m. at Brentwood Presbyterian Church (12000 San
Vicente Blvd.), and the two topics will be "Reflections on Whitworth:
Christian Higher Education and the Evangelical Tradition," and a look at
pop culture titled "From St. Paul to Paul McCartney." The program will
include a dessert between sessions and will conclude by 5:30 p.m. There
will be a charge of $10 per person to defray the cost of the event. Both Jerry
and Dale are wonderful teacher/scholars whom I know you would enjoy.
Other alumni get-togethers will be held in conjunction with basket-
ball games, on January 31 at the Whitworth Fieldhouse (alumni get free
admission and plenty of ice cream as our volume makes up for students
absent between Jan Term and the spring semester); February 20 at Seattle
University, with a free dessert gathering at 7 p.m., between the women's
and men's games; and February 21 at UPS in Tacoma, with the same
dessert arrangements. We hope you can gather with other alumni at these
events.
DATES TO REMEMBER
January 27
January 31
February 2
February 3
Last Day of Jan Term
Alumni Ice Cream Social (following basketball)
Evening Classes Begin
Day Classes Begin
It's taken me at least 3,000 miles to write this newsletter. I'm a slow writer,
a slow typer, and I've been distracted by that sure-to-become-a-classic
movie, George of the Jungle. But the other reason it's taken me so long to
write this is that I've had several chats with the man in the seat next to me.
He, too, is a college administrator, having been a faculty member for many
years at Harvard and Southern Methodist University. As we talked about
career, I found myself holding forth about the fulfillment I draw from the
great mission and people of Whitworth College.! am most thankful to God
for sustaining our school and for allowing me to be a part of its work. And
I am thankful to you for supporting us through another year in which the
hearts and minds of our students have been abundantly enriched. Have a
great 1998, and may God be with you.
64.—"
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A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
MARCH 1998
It's a magnificent sunny morning with shirt-sleeve weather predicted before the day is over. Too bad I'm in Boise. Actually, I'm thrilled to be here for
the day, en route to Dallas. This afternoon, our men's basketball team plays in the first round of the national tournament, and I will have the good fortune
of being on hand. This is another of those months in which I find myself the typist of the Mind and Heart. I usually dictate the first draft, but when I'm
traveling, everything has to move by e-mail. I'll work on this throughout the weekend, so I'll report on the games as they happen. I hope you are feeling
the newness that nature heralds each spring; may we all feel the power of new life as we celebrate Christ's resurrection this Easter.
ACADEMICS
For the second year in a row (and the third time in the past five years),
the Whitworth College Jazz Ensemble, under the direction of Music
Professor Dan Keberle, has won first place in the college/university
division of the Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival. Also, junior saxophonist
Marcus Denny won first place in the competitive tenor sax jazz-improvi-
sation competition. The jazz band will be touring the San Francisco Bay
Area with the wind ensemble from March 21-29. Both groups will also be
releasing new CD recordings this summer.
Last month I referred to the research that our students are doing with
members of our faculty. Because several folks asked about specifics, I
thought an example might interest you. Assistant Professor of Chemistry
Karen Stevens was one of our six faculty members to receive funding under
the Murdock undergraduate research in science grant. The title of her
portion of the grant is "Molecular Dynamics of Complex Systems Using
Linked Computer Workstations." In the last 14 months, Karen has worked
with the following student researchers: Angela Oates, Tony Billingsley and
Kim Jewell (all of whom graduated last May), Andrea Smith (Class of
1998), and Kelly Starkweather, Steve Klopsch and Arnie Kimmerly (Class
of 1999). She and Angela were co-authors of a paper, "Structural and
Electronic Similarities in Artificial Estrogens," a study of the possible
health effects of toxic chemicals, recently submitted for publication. Kelly
and Steve each made presentations at the October Murdock Undergraduate
Research Conference; Kelly studied vibrations of hexane molecules and
Steve studied current and prospective anti-cancer drugs. What great
opportunities for our students.
In next month's edition of the Mind and Heart, I hope to be able to
announce the name of our new vice president for academic affairs.
By the time this issue gets in the mail, we will have hosted all three
finalists on campus.
Final plans are shaping up for the first round of the Title VIB
Department of Education grant dispersal. A team led by Whitworth
Graduate School of International Management Director Dan Sanford (who
is also the grant director) will be in Korea and other parts of Asia this July
working on curriculum development in business, culture and leadership.
th-e
basketball team won its Wednesday afternoon game. I'm headed for Dallas
to a meeting of the Association of Presbyterian Colleges and Universities.)
Leading the Faculty Development Day gathering will be Harold Heie,
director of the Center for Christian Studies at Gordon College and senior
fellow at the Coalition for Christian Colleges and Universities. The faculty
will be focusing on Christian scholarship, perspectives on faith and
learning, and Whitworth College in the 21st century.
Master of International Management Professor John Falvey recently
participated in a seminar for international business teachers from
around the world who met at the Thunderbird School, in Phoenix, Ariz.
The purpose of the gathering was to compare and evaluate diverse teaching
methods, particularly those using new technologies.
STUDENT LIFE
Our student government executives traveled to Tacoma last weekend
to help launch a coalition of Washington independent college students
who are working (and lobbying) for the protection and extension of
student financial aid. The members of the coalition have discovered that
a number of states have decided to allocate additional dollars to financial
aid because they've realized that private colleges can educate a student for
one-tenth of the tax dollars required to educate a public university student.
Although these state grants are not targeted at students attending private
institutions, this strategy has enabled interested students to enroll at
independent colleges, and has thus reduced the number of students who
need to be educated by heavily tax-supported public institutions. It is
remarkable how students' stories about the rigors of financing their
educations can influence legislators.
The Mission 2000 event here on campus, hosted by Whitworth College,
Whitworth Community Presbyterian Church and our presbytery,
was very successful. Speakers Marj Carpenter, Alice Winter, John Perkins,
Jim Singleton and Scott Sundquist excelled. Also, the 30-hour famine
event sponsored by our students raised enough money to feed five families
of five for one year. Thanks go to Ron Frase and Betty Stratton, who co-
chaired the event, and to the conference steering committee.
Staley Lecturer John Perkins stayed four days beyond Mission 2000 to
deliver this year's lectures. One of 19 children born to a poor Mississippi
sharecropper, John has been a powerhouse of justice, compassion and
racial reconciliation in the church and in our nation for more than 30 years.
Still reeling from the sudden death in February of his 43-year-old son,
Spencer (who had taken the reins of various ministries that he and his father
initiated), John found fire and urgency amidst his grief when he declared
that he would, and that we should, take up his lost son's vision for renewing
the poverty-stricken neighborhoods of this country. John was deeply
moved when he visited Westminster House; he told of how Spencer, as a
young boy, brought his dad to his neighborhood Sunday school. It was there
that John met his Savior, and tens of thousands of us are better because of
that encounter.
March comes in like a lion with intramurals in flag football and
rollerblade hockey, as well as a weekend basketball tourney. Students
can also participate this month in aerobics three times a week. Personally,
I find that 30 or 40 cups ofblack coffee before breakfast, while I concentrate
on the stress the day will surely bring, gives me a great cardiovascular
workout without my having to waste any of the finite number of bends left
in my two legs.
The annual Senior Coffeehouse (an exhibition of the talents of our
fourth-year students) boasted a standing-room-only crowd. All pro-
ceeds will go to the purchase of the senior class gift, which will be two
beautiful brass benches for the campus. The show got great reviews,
especially from those who performed.
The International Banquet was a great success, complete with foods
from around the globe and performances by students from many countries.
Watching the entertainment, I couldn't help but think of how fortunate we
are that globalization at Whitworth is delivered firsthand by our wonderful
international students.
There are no classes Friday due to Faculty Development Day, so the
students have planned "Mega Weekend," with a fabulous swing dance
Friday night featuring live music provided by Music Professor Dan
Keberle and his band; then, on Saturday, students will hear from The
Paperboys, a Celtic rock group. I suspect attendance at these events will be
eroded by an outbreak of "road trips" if the basketball team wins tomorrow
morning to move to the quarterfinals.
During spring break, the Outdoor Recreation Office is taking students to
explore Yosemite Valley for the week, while the SERVE Office will
sponsor service trips to a kids' camp in Seattle and to work with Native
Americans in Idaho. Remember this the next time you hear generalizations
about how pleasure-seeking college students waste their spring breaks.
I'm now flying back to Boise from Dallas. The basketball team won its
second game on a last-second shot and is now getting ready to take on
No. 1 seed Bethel College. I heard that 150 students, plus the team
members' parents, who have been faithful road-trippers all season, gave
huge support to the Bucs. We also appreciate the cheer squad's attendance
at all of the games. Sunny, warm weather rewarded the travelers who were
able to make it to Nampa.
ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT
During the weekend of April 17-20, Whitworth will be hosting two
separate visit programs that will bring prospective students to cam-
pus. We anticipate approximately 300 students and parents on April 19-20
at our annual Sneak Preview for high school juniors, designed to introduce
prospective students to all aspects of Whitworth. The Faculty Scholarship
Award Program for high-achieving 1998-99 applicants will be held
April 17-18. Students who have qualified for our presidential, salutatorian,
and valedictorian academic scholarships have been invited to attend this
program and compete for two four-year, full-tuition scholarships. While on
campus, these students will interact with faculty members, attend a special
dinner at our home, begin friendships with students and faculty, and
exercise their strong academic skills and interests.
Freshman and transfer applications for 1998-99 are running behind
last year's pace, and we're not exactly sure why; but quite a few of the
Washington schools are reporting similar declines. Fortunately, we are
targeting a somewhat smaller freshman class this year, since we are
currently over our ideal enrollment of 1,500 full-time undergraduates. But
news of fewer applications always concerns us.
FINANCES
Good news from the Whitworth Fund: We are running $33,160 ahead
of where we were at the end of February 1997. Director Dolly Jackson
reports that some of you have received a letter recently asking you to
consider increasing your annual giving level. Please know how thankful we
are for your ongoing support and remember the important part that you will
play in meeting this fund's $1.25 million goal by June 30. Thanks very
much.
We are sad to report that in January, Whitworth College lost its good
friend Gertrude Lindsey, who has been an important supporter of
student scholarships. When Gertrude's husband, Guy, died several years
ago, we set up an endowed scholarship funded by a bequest from his estate.
We have just learned that another bequest, from Gertrude's estate, has
brought the fund total to $1.2 million. This generosity will forever help
Whitworth College students, for which our students and we are most
grateful.
A very special "thank you" to Whitworth trustee Ron Leighton and
his wife, Sally, for their recent generous pledge of $100,000 to
Whitworth. Ron, who has been on Whitworth's board oftrustees since 1976,
is an attorney at Gordon, Thomas, Honeywell, Malanca, Peterson & Daheim
in Tacoma. Sally Leighton, also an attorney, is with the firm of Burgess, Fitzer,
Leighton & Phillips. We are most grateful to Ron and Sally, and in response
to their pledge, I promise not to say anything negative about Ron's deteriorat-
ing golf game, unless, of course, he fails to carry me to victory in our grudge
match against trustees Dick Anderson and Mark "Ace" Toone.
ATHLETICS
After all the hype, you don't even want to hear what happened to our
men's basketball team. After winning our second-round tournament
game on a last-second shot by Greg Jones, we advanced to the final eight
teams and faced the No. 1-ranked team in the nation, last year's national
champion, Bethel College of Indiana. In a nutshell, we played great for 38
minutes (regrettably, games last 40), leading by roughly 10 points for most
of the game. Unfortunately, missed free throws and turnovers in the last two
minutes allowed Bethel to score the last 11 points and take their first lead
of the game with 2.2 seconds left. It was a great season, with too many
highlights to list, but this was a hard way for it to end. I'll report on the
honors the team and the individual guys receive in next month's letter.
Congratulations to the players and to Head Coach Warren Friedrichs and
assistant coaches The Weck (Rodney Wecker), Nate Williams and Dean
Olenik for an amazing year, and for the second-highest national tournament
finish in Whitworth basketball history.
Having established themselves as perennial national powers, the
men's and women's swim teams finished fourth and fifth, respec-
tively, in the NAIA national championships. Ben Swinehart led the
men's team with two second-place finishes (in the 500- and 1,650-meter
freestyles) and a fourth in the 400 I.M. Brian Rice came in second in the 400
I.M., third in the 100 I.M., and sixth in the 200 breaststroke. Jeremiah Pappe
was also a finalist in three freestyle events, finishing third in the 200, sixth in
the 100 and seventh in the 500. The Pirate women were led by Mindy
Galbraith, who finished third in both the 200 and the 1,650 free, and fourth in
the 500 free. Alison Eckenroad had two fifth-place finishes, in the 500 free and
200 back, and a seventh in the 100 back. We're proud of our swimmers and
of Head Coach Tom Dodd for an excellent season and a top program.
We have six spring sports (men's and women's track, men's and
women's tennis, women's softball, and men's baseball). I'll give you a
report on each next month.
DATES TO REMEMBER
March 21-29
March 30
March 31
April 6
Wind & Jazz Ensembles on tour in San Francisco Bay Area
Forum: Tames Alan, "A Look at Celtic Life"
Wind & Jazz Ensembles Home Concert
Forum: Jim Waller, "Prejudice Across America" Study Tour
When Staley Lecturer John Perkins was on campus, he observed that when
most people choose a church, they say, "I want a place that meets my
needs." He then grumbled, "I thought the call of Christ is about meeting
other people's needs." The power of John's observation was deepened for
me when I remembered a note I had received just a few days earlier, from
'84 grad Anita Moser Distel. After receiving a "volunteer of the year"
award, Anita wrote that Whitworth was where she discovered the pure joy
of helping others. "The one thing that has always stuck with me about
Whitworth is the giving of self," she wrote. What a wonderful stamp this
college has placed on its students. Lenten season reminds us that the source
of our spirit of service is the One who explained that He came "not to be
served, but to serve others, and to give his life as a ransom for many." May
Whitworth always hold high this, the highest of standards. Have a joyous,
service-filled Easter, and thank you for serving Whitworth College.
indeart
A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
MAY/JUNE 1998
The campus seems artificially quiet in these days immediately following commencement. It reminds me of a novel in which the entire story is packed with
rising action, then the climax is reached in the final sentence. Of course, there is an epilogue for those of us who are still around, which comes in the form
of submitting final grades, cleaning everything up and facing the piles of postponed work on our desks. But our students are gone and there is a part of
us that feels empty. We thank you for your role in a great year. Your students, your prayers and your gifts made the difference. Because I always wait until
after commencement to write the May-June Mind & Heart, this is the last issue of the academic year. I'll write again in August, and until then I wish you
Godspeed for a wonderful summer.
ACADEMICS
We had a great Commencement Weekend, but before I give you the
highlights, let me apologize to any of you who were unable to get into the
Opera House on Sunday. By holding a separate commencement for our
graduate students on Saturday in Cowles Auditorium, we freed up 800
seats — which we thought would eliminate the possibility of Sunday's
attendance exceeding the 2,700-seat capacity of the Opera House. Next
year we will again hold the Graduate Commencement on campus and we
will either issue tickets or move to the Spokane Arena for Sunday's
exercises. Here are the highlights:
• Friday night's Senior Commissioning Service featured three pairs of
students and faculty members who engaged in moving dialogues,
followed by a communion service in which the seniors were commis-
sioned and anointed with oil to go forth in service.
• A gorgeous day on Saturday contributed to overflow attendance at all
of that day's events. Bonnie and I hosted the Honors Breakfast, to
which our senior honors graduates brought their parents, grandparents,
distant relatives and, as near as we can tell, people off the street who
looked hungry, bringing the total attendance to almost 300 people.
That's a lot of Pop Tarts and oatmeal.
• We held our first Graduate Commencement Ceremony in Cowles
Auditorium. Separating the commencements gave us the opportunity
to focus the graduate ceremony on those who are at a different point in
their lives than our bachelor's degree candidates. We heard three of the
master's degree recipients give very interesting and relevant speeches
right before they and their colleagues were handed their degrees and
cloaked in their masters' hoods. I was asked to give the commencement
address and chose "Listening" as my topic. Of course, after the
ceremony, all the comedians in the crowd came up and said they
couldn't remember what I had spoken about because they hadn't been
listening. This only goes to prove that in some respects, graduates are
alike regardless of what degree they are receiving. It was a wonderful
event and will become a tradition.
• At Senior Reflections on Saturday night, all of us moved back and
forth between watery eyes and uncontrollable laughter. Kate Hancock
and Steve Lewis emceed the event and gave a special award to senior
Sarah Rice, whose work on behalf of the Class of '98 in preparing for
graduation was nothing short of spectacular.
• Baccalaureate, our final time of worship together, was made espe-
cially meaningful when Assistant Chaplain C. W. Andrews, who
would receive an honorary doctor of divinity degree later that day for
his contributions to Whitworth and the African-American church in
Spokane, delivered a powerful message on "Taking the High Road."
• Our 108th Commencement on Sunday afternoon featured excellent
student speeches by Julie Correll and Travis Torco and a stirring
commencement address by Whitworth Philosophy Professor Forrest
Baird on "What Really Matters."
• A great 50-year reunion of the Class of 1948 took place during the
weekend, culminating in class members marching at commencement
with the Class of 1998. It was great to have these alums back on a
campus that has changed a bit over the past 50 years.
• Many students received academic awards at Honors Forum. The 99
awards distributed are too numerous to list, but during the ceremony,
the senior class named Philosophy Professor (and Undergraduate
Commencement speaker) Forrest Baird most influential professor of
1998. Forrest has had a profound influence on the intellectual and
spiritual development of Whitworth College students for 20 years, and
has been especially close to the Class of '98.
I thought you might be interested in a short sample of recent scholarly
activities on the part of our faculty:
• Assistant Professors of Modern Languages Carol Smucker and
'BioDun Ogundayo received a curriculum revision grant from the
Northwest International Education Association to develop a course
about Francophone culture.
• Associate Professor of Education and Director of the Master in
Teaching Program David Cherry presented "Building Assessment
Literacy in Pre-Service Teachers" at Washington's Fifth Annual Com-
mission on Student Learning conference.
• Education Professor Doris Liebert wrote "Case Study Teaching:
The Modern Parable" as a chapter in Nurturing Christians As Reflective
Educators, published by the Coalition For Christian Colleges and
Universities.
• Assistant Professor of Education Gordon Watanabe presented
"Overcoming Resistance: The Use of Specific Kinesthetic Metaphor"
to the National Association of Multicultural Education.
• Education Instructor Barb Sanders presented "Cross National
Comparison of China and U.S. Fourth Grade Mathematics Instruction"
at the American Educational Research Association in San Diego.
Not to be outdone by their professors, four of our English students
presented papers in April at the National Undergraduate Literary
Conference in Utah. Whitney Baird presented a paper on the images of
women in American literature; Cindy Turner's presentation explored the
medieval poem, "Sir Gawain and the Green Knight"; Jessica Wentworth
read some of her original poems; and Rebecca Burbank read one of her
short stories. These four students came home and announced that we have
a great English Department, which we already knew.
I am pleased to announce that Professor Gordon Jackson of our
Communication Studies Department has been named associate dean
of academic affairs. Gordon will do a great job. He is bright, witty, hard-
working and well organized. To this list of attributes I am sure he will soon
add a high tolerance for advice.
Congratulations to Dean of the School of Education Dennis Sterner.
Academic Vice President Tammy Reid just received a letter from the
Washington State Board of Education announcing that Dennis has been
selected to receive the 1998 Washington Award for Excellence in Teacher
Preparation. He will be honored in Olympia and will also receive a
handsome grant, which will come to our Professional Education Advisory
Committee. Again, congratulations, Dennis.
The spring choir concert at St. John's Cathedral was exquisite. To
mention any particular work would be unfair to the others (except perhaps
Leonard Bernstein's Chichester Psalms, in which the choir and symphony
were absolutely epic). So you'll definitely want to order a CD of the
recording, made possible through a grant from the Jewett Foundation. I'll
let you know when they're ready.
ENROLLMENT
Because this year's freshman class was so large and retention looks so
strong, we have room this fall for only 350 new freshmen, down 50
from last year. As I've mentioned in earlier issues of Mind & Heart,
inquiries for this fall were up but applications were down. Through the
superb work of our Admissions Office and the extra efforts of many faculty
and staff members, it looks as though we will be just over our target of 350
for this fall. We are especially excited at the many top scholars in this class.
Commencement was only three days ago, and we are already getting fired
up about the new freshmen we will welcome in a few months.
The Financial Aid Office has sent out hundreds of awards. If any of
you parents who have filed a FAFSA form have not received an award by
mid-June, please call the Financial Aid Office at 509-777-3215. We are
confident that we are up to date on awards, but a computer conversion at
the end of this month could cause a blip or two.
RESOURCES
As usual, June will be the most critical month of the year for our fund-
raising. Because the fiscal year ends June 30, we are starting to feel
anxious. Right now we are about $100,000 short of our $1.25-million
Whitworth Fund goal for 1997-98. If our friends give during the month of
June the way they have in the past, we should be fine. But I hope you will
assume that your gift is crucial, because it really will make a difference in
some student's life, regardless of where we are in our totals. Thank you so
much for all you have done this year and in years past. We'll send you a little
more information about our current situation in the next couple of weeks.
We want to give special thanks to members of the Whitworth College
family who have made financial gifts this year. Employee participation
in giving is up significantly this year, not only as the result of excellent
work done by our Institutional Advancement staff, but as a demonstration
of our employees' commitment to Whitworth. The fact that so many
choose to give additional gifts beyond their daily service says volumes
about the people who work at Whitworth College.
The Johnston Science Center renovation fund-raising is coming along
well. You might recall that this project was triggered by a $660,000 grant
from the National Science Foundation. We just received word that PACCAR
Inc. has committed $50,000 to the project. We're grateful to them for this and
other faithful support they have provided to Whitworth through the years.
STUDENT LIFE
Our final month of the academic year was warm in every respect.
Beautiful weather seemed to lift student and faculty spirits alike. Classes
and study sessions around The Loop were the norm over the last month.
Except for the professor who got tattooed by a frisbee while giving a
lecture, folks seemed pretty happy about meeting outside.
Resident Director Jim Page was honored as Volunteer of the Year at
Spokane's West Side YMCA. He and a number of Whitworth students
have been involved this year in service projects sponsored by the "Y."
Congratulations to Jim and to the students who took time out of their busy
lives to help others.
MILESTONES
Much tragedy has visited Whitworth employees in the past two weeks.
Just before commencement, Copier Operator/Bindery Assistant Barb
Grigsby's 22-year-old son, Larry, succumbed to -cancer after a six-year
battle. Three days after graduation, Jim and Linda Hunt (professor of
history and associate professor of English, respectively) lost their 25-year-
old daughter, Krista Ausland, to a bus accident in Bolivia, where she and
her husband, Aaron, were serving on a Mennonite mission. And today,
Executive Secretary for Business Affairs Judy Gaza's 6-year-old grand-
son, Dustin Drake, died of spinal meningitis. Please keep these dear
families in your prayers as they deal with unspeakable grief.
ATHLETICS
The track-and-field team sent eight Bucs to NAIA nationals. After
finishing strong in the NCIC conference championships (fifth for the men,
seventh for the women), the Pirates headed off to Tulsa, where senior
Miranda Thygesen posted a third-place finish in the 800 and senior Betsy
Slemp finished fifth in the hammer throw. Both Miranda and Betsy
received All-America honors, and Jeremy Whelham, who finished eighth
in the javelin, was named to the Academic All-America team.
Men's baseball finished up the season with a win against NCIC cham-
pion Willamette. The Pirates finished with a 13-24 record overall, 9-14 in
the NCIC, and four Whitworthians received NCIC honorable mention: Tim
Bishop, Chad Ripke, Jason Francek and Jason Tracy, all seniors, walked
away with post-season honors. Though their season record was a disap-
pointment for the Pirates and new Head Coach Keith Ward, there's good
reason for optimism about our prospects for next year.
The women's softball team just missed the playoffs in its inaugural
season. After finishing their first campaign with a conference record of
6-16 and an overall record of 10-29, Head Coach Gary Blake and his
players want to be in a position to determine their own fate when playoff
bids are handed out next season. With juniors Heather Hedum (NCIC
honorable mention), Katie Werner and Michelle Condon returning, along
with a host of other fine players, things look good for the Bucs' future.
Women's and men's tennis both finished fifth in the NCIC. Coach Jo
Wagstaff is losing two of her best players this year, as seniors Tara Bonelli
and Dawn Eliassen finish up their careers at Whitworth. Up-and-comers for
next season include proven winner junior Joelle Staudinger and freshman
Kasey Shibao, who played well at the NCIC championships. On the men's
side, senior Josef Durr, freshman Mark Rice and junior Mark Bradford
have helped to lead the team this season. With Josef graduating, Head
Coach Sean Bushey is looking to the Marks and their teammates to step
up the pace and compete at an even higher level next season.
DATES TO REMEMBER:
June 15 Fosseen Lecture, Hotel Lusso, Spokane
July 10 - 12 Alumni Reunion II
July 20 - 25 Whitworth Institute of Ministry
I hope that all of you have a wonderful summer. For those of us in
administration, the pace doesn't change all that much, but the nature differs
some from when we're in full session. On a personal note, our daughter
Brenna, a Whitworth sophomore, has spent this semester on the France
Study Tour led by Pierrette Christianne-Lovrien, Gordon Wilson and
Leonard Oakland. Seeing no reason to break our one-year tradition of
picking her up and bringing her home from college (an admittedly short
trip, though crossing Hawthorne Road often taxes my navigational skills),
we are leaving later this week to fetch Brenna and do a little sightseeing in
France. Thanks again for participating in a great year at Whitworth College.
You really do make a difference in our efforts to fulfill the Whitworth
mission of honoring God, following Christ, and serving others.
A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITVVORTH COLLEGE
NOVEMBER '98
A couple of days ago, Bonnie and I were talking about how more than half of our married life has been lived in two campus presidents' houses.
I guess we've learned to relax in the fishbowl. By contrast, I never feel very relaxed when I address our student body. A few days ago I spoke
to them about several pretty personal issues, and my knees were banging together a bit more than they usually do. As I think about it, I should
probably be more nervous about people seeing how I live in the fishbowl than I am about them seeing how I speak in Forum. Maybe these two
different anxiety levels come from thinking that what we say packs more punch than how we live. I think it's very important that students see
the connection between what we say and what we do. I suspect that sometimes when we're proclaiming Whitworth's "heart and mind" slogan,
the conjunction "and" gets overshadowed by those two big nouns. Whitworth is about integrated, world-view thinking and living. My prayer
today is that our students see clearly the "and" in the hearts and minds of the people of Whitworth College. We also lift you in our prayers of
thanks as Thanksgiving approaches. May this be a season when you feel the richness of God's presence and love.
ACADEMIC
In October, Associate Professor of Political Studies Julia Stronks
delivered the annual address for the Iowa Chapter of the Association
for Public Justice, at Dordt College. In the pre-election weeks she gave
several talks on welfare, faith and public policy. She is also speaking to
audiences in Washington, Idaho and Illinois as she promotes her upcoming
book, When Christians Teach in Public Schools, co-authored with her
mother, Gloria Stronks, of the Education Department at Calvin College.
Speaking of scholars, the Pew Younger Scholars for fall term have
been named. Fifteen of our most able students have been chosen to work
on special research projects in their areas of interest. They're matched with
faculty in a variety of departments, who will mentor them in their special
research. I'm amazed at the quality and significance of the work these
young scholars produce. Our faculty sets the bar high, and then helps our
students succeed.
At the October meeting of the board of trustees, the college's Center
for Christian Faith and Learning officially became the "C. Davis and
Annette Weyerhaeuser Center for Christian Faith and Learning," in
honor of these great friends of the college. If you're wondering why it
has taken Whitworth so long to immortalize the name of the man whom
many consider to be the greatest trustee champion of Whitworth's mission,
it is because Dave never allowed anything to be named after him. That
changed on his 89th birthday at our board meeting, and we are thrilled.
Perhaps the reason for his earlier reluctance comes from my family. Some
59 years ago, my mother decided to name my older sister after a dear
college chum, Annette Black, who became Annette Weyerhaeuser. Maybe
when Dave heard about how my sister Annette picked on her little brother,
he said, "That's it, no more naming." I could be wrong about that, but as
the president of Whitworth College and as a member of a family that has
always known and loved Dave and Annette, it is with extraordinary joy that
I make this announcement.
Our theatre and music departments' production of Cinderella exuded
charm and fun as it showcased the remarkable acting, singing and dancing
abilities of a large cast of students. It was just a wonderful production.
Director Rick Hornor's fingerprints surfaced in several slight twists in the
story line. Emblematic of his influence might be the one-size-fits-all
bunny slipper that Cinderella lost at the ball. Kudos to music director
Debbie Hansen and dance director Judy Mandeville, as well as to Andrea
Frey (Cinderella herself), Danny Oakden (her prince), and the rest of an
outstanding cast.
Tickets for the Nov. 21 Jazz Ensemble Pre-Concert Dessert in the
HUB are now available to alumni and friends. Some of the best seats in
the auditorium are reserved for dessert attendees, who also get to hear from
ensemble director Dan Keberle and our featured soloist, legendary saxo-
phonist Joe Lovano. It's worth any amount of effort to see our award-
winning jazz band in concert. Also, a number of Whitworth students and
faculty members will be performing in the Celebration of Women
Composers: The Untapped Source, a concert at St. Mark's Lutheran
Church at 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 22. Finally, we are very excited about the
Whitworth Wind Ensemble's Fall Concert this weekend. I'll give you
a review in December of the concert by this increasingly acclaimed group.
ENROLLMENT
Our early action admissions application deadline is Nov. 30. The early
action program is for students who identify Whitworth as their first-
choice college. Early action applicants will be notified of their admission
status by Dec. 20. Students who apply and are admitted via the program
receive preferential treatment in campus housing assignments as well as
the opportunity to pre-register for fall classes. There is no fee for early
action admission. Frankly, an early decision is helpful both to our appli-
cants and to us.
STUDENT LIFE
Our students hold gratefully in their hearts the many supporters who
have put a Whitworth education within financial reach for them. At
the fifth annual Scholarship Dinner on Oct. 11, almost 200 students had a
chance to meet and thank their benefactors. It was a great night, as folks
who set up special scholarships had dinner with the recipients of their
generosity. Thanks to all of you who bless our students with your support.
To all the parents who made the effort to attend Parents' Weekend this
year, we extend our thanks (as do all the merchants at Northtown
Mall). We had more than 500 visitors, who attended events including mini-
college presentations by faculty and staff, a delicious salmon lunch, big
wins by the football and volleyball teams, the theatre and music depart-
ments' presentation of Cinderella, and a worship service at which parents
and their students heard beautiful music provided by the Whitworth
Women's Choir and the student worship team, as well as a wonderful
sermon by Religion Professor Jerry Sittser on a biblical view of knowledge.
Students bade farewell to October with a flurry of activities. Events
included the second annual Gospel Explosion (featuring the great choirs of
African-American churches in Spokane); a 24-hour Ultimate Frisbee
tournament, which involved 65 students flipping the disk around the clock;
Mac Hall's traditional haunted house; and a masquerade ball hosted by the
dance club, "Jubilation." November's to-do list includes juggler Ron
Pearson, a senior sale at which the various talents of Whitworth staff and
faculty will be up for sale (with proceeds going to the senior class gift),
College Bowl, intramural basketball and indoor soccer, and a get-psyched-
to-ski trip to Warren Miller's flick, Freeriders. Also, ASWC has
rekindled a tradition started in the '70s, when students made short films
to advertise their concession booths at campus movies. Now ASWC is
sponsoring an amateur filmmaking contest, with a $300 prize.
Two incredible student-initiated service projects are sweeping the
campus. One of the projects, the Central American Relief Effort (CARE),
was featured on the front page of yesterday's Spokesman-Review. Two
'97 graduates, Shelly and Sheila Maak, left Honduras for Spokane the day
before Hurricane Mitch wreaked its unspeakable devastation. By the time
the Maaks arrived here, the death and destruction were inestimable. With
Shelly's help, ASWC and the greater Whitworth community rallied with
huge relief efforts, collecting medicine, clothing and food. While one hand
ofthe Whitworth students reached out to disaster-stricken Central America,
the other packed Christmas boxes for needy children around the world
through SERVE-sponsored Operation Christmas Child, a ministry of
Samaritan's Purse.
On Oct. 30, the International Student Affairs Office and the Interna-
tional Club hosted an ice cream social for the participants of the Host
Family program. Whitworth's host families provide international stu-
dents with a place to stay during holidays and a contact to the community
outside of Whitworth. Families also provide students with a place to
practice their developing English and to learn about both American culture
and Christianity. And as you might expect, the host families claim that they
receive more than they give. We add our thanks to these generous and
caring families.
RESOURCES
The Campus Center is gone and the HUB is back (as if any of our students
ever called the WCC anything but the HUB). At our Oct. 23 Forum,
Whitworth College conferred an honorary doctorate on Christina Hixson for
her extraordinary life of service as the sole trustee of the Ernst F. Lied
Foundation Trust. Her commitment to educating young people, particularly
students in need, will bless all generations to follow. Immediately following
this Forum, we dedicated the Hixson Union Building in gratitude for the role
played by Ms. Hixson and the Lied Trust in supporting the construction of our
magnificent new student center. Our students led the cheers.
You have been great in your support of the Whitworth Fund. Our goal for
this unrestricted fund is $1,350,000. By subsidizing our operations, you
provide support in the form of financial aid to our students. Thanks to all of you
who have given already. And if you have made plans or a pledge to support the
Whitworth Fund, we thank you too and look forward to your donation.
Several people have asked me for information about how to do a transfer
of appreciated stock. I have been of no value to these folks, because
"appreciated stock" is a concept with which! am utterly unfamiliar. So if you
would be willing to consider a year-end transfer of appreciated stock, please
call Whitworth Fund Director Dolly Jackson at 509-777-4447, and she will
send or fax you a securities transfer worksheet. It's very simple (I've heard).
For those of you wanting to clean the garbage out of your portfolio, I offer you
my extensive experience in three easy steps: Sell, take the losses as deductions,
and send us the proceeds of your sale. Actually, last year, after transferring my
one aberrant appreciated stock to Whitworth, I was not surprised to see it spike
upward. I believe that's called "The Law of Everything Becoming More
V aluable-Within-N4ontents_of3Nhen-You Get-Ricl-afttrr We really are-grateful—
to those of you who have transferred equities to us. Several individuals have
used this method to help us with the Johnston Science Center renovation. We
recently received another $102,000 toward the project, and we have $240,000
to go. We're right on schedule with the construction, and are planning on a
February dedication.
ATHLETICS
This has been a wonderful season for our football program. We enter the
last game of the season with a 5-4 record and several very convincing wins.
Equally encouraging has been our competitiveness with the top teams in the
conference. There's no doubt that all the hard work over the past several years
has paid off with a very solid program. We congratulate Head Coach John
Tully and his staff, and even more, we congratulate the many guys who worked
incredibly hard to achieve success after getting pounded several years ago as
freshmen. I'll say more next month about the players who led the effort.
One of the most exciting athletic contests I have witnessed at Whitworth
was the women's volleyball team's final match of the year against Lewis
and Clark. After a very difficult year that included their coach's departure late
in the season, the women rallied from a 9-0 deficit with games tied at one apiece
to win the match in four games. A Parents' Weekend crowd went wild with
every point. We salute the members of this team and thank them for their
efforts.
Women's soccer finished an up-and-down year with several tough losses
and a 6-12-1 record, but the team will be ready for next fall with lots of good
players returning. Stats leaders on this year's team included junior
Heidi Bohnett, senior Amber Young and sophomore Suzanne Boyce.
Though the record was disappointing, Head Coach Sean Bushey said,
"We found a lot of satisfaction in the way we competed."
Men's soccer wrapped up the season with a couple of nice wins. The
guys beat Willamette 3-1 and Linfield 3-0 (the soccer equivalent of
blowouts) to finish things off nicely. Though the Bucs weren't able to
pull out a winning season, they improved over last year and ended up
7-9 in conference, 9-9 overall. Season stats leaders include freshman
J. J. Klaus and juniors Jace Jones and Ben Wickert.
The runnin' Bucs are still in the hunt. The women's cross-country
team heads down to California this weekend for the NCAA Div. III
western regional meet, with standouts Annie Scott, Katie Schlotfeldt
and Dana Ryan leading the way. The men's season ended at the NWC
championships, where they finished 7th. The guys, led by sophomores
Justin Davis and Peter Metcalf as well as freshman Adam Thornton,
weren't able to qualify for regionals, but their continuing improvement
bodes well for the future.
Celebrate Crimson Club Kickoff Night at the Fieldhouse with free
admission for all alumni and their families to the first home basketball
double-header of the year on Dec. 4.
MISCELLANEOUS
Summer reunions reminder: The classes of 1973-75, 1963-65 and
1953-55, along with the Class of 1949, will celebrate their reunions on
campus from June 25-27, 1999. This huge multi-era reunion is made
possible in large part by the opening of the second p-hase of the Hixson
Union Building. Please call the Alumni Office at 509-777-3799 or 800-
532-4668 (or e-mail fyoung@whitworth.edu) for more information.
DATES TO REMEMBER
Nov. 21 Saxophonist Joe Lovano in Concert with the
Whitworth Jazz Ensemble
Nov. 22 Women Composers Series
Dec. 4-6 Christmas Festival Concerts in Bellevue,
Gig Harbor and Seattle
Dec. 11-12 Christmas Festival Concerts in Spokane
(Call 509-777-3799 or 800-533-4668 for information about
Christmas concerts.)
After starting this letter during a pleasant drive with Bonnie, I am
finishing it in my 28th hour of trying to get from Spokane to Honolulu,
with two hours yet to go. Getting back on a plane to return to the
mainland tomorrow morning after this cavalcade of travel disasters is
daunting. Writing this letter has helped me think about our students,
who are the reason why I endure this stuff. Please keep them in your
prayers. They face many challenges in the midst of these crucial years
in their lives. God bless them and God bless you — especially you,
Ernie.
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A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
OCTOBER '98
Greetings from some lousy airport. This is one of those weeks in which I'm on an airplane five out of seven days. Fortunately, I climb off these planes
to advance the Whitworth cause, so my joy usually returns when I start waving the flag. We're having a great new academic year, as you will read below.
Good news, good weather and good learning have been abundant for the past six weeks. We have such fine students here, and not only academically; they're
just high-quality human beings. As we involve ourselves in their lives, we get whipped around emotionally when they move between success and struggle,
but I guess sore hearts now and then come with the territory. This summer I noticed when reading the first 11 verses of Hosea 11 that God, too, went through
major mood swings over the fortunes of his children. So I'm sure it's natural, and I suspect that vulnerability is a close companion of the sensitivity with
which we attempt to treat our students. Again, life is good at Whitworth and I hope it is good for you. We appreciate your interest and your prayers.
ACADEMICS
The biggest news since I last wrote is the visit of the 11-member
accreditation team. They spent two days interviewing faculty, staff and
students to determine whether our 130-page self-study report was accurate
in describing how Whitworth is meeting its mission. I'm pleased to report
that the team gave us strong marks in the areas we care about most. We'll
know the final outcome of our application for reaccreditation in December,
but I do want you to know about two of the commendations the team
members gave us at their exit interview. We commend Whitworth College
for the campus-wide awareness, acceptance and application of the stated
mission to provide students with an education of the mind and heart, and
for its remarkable success, bound to its commitment to a Christian educa-
tion with a spirit offree intellectual inquiry. The other commendation that
pleased us reflected our commitment to students. We commend Whitworth
College for making students central to all aspects of its life. This is
evidenced by individual actions of faculty,stoff administration and
trustees as well as by the institutional planning and resources. We were
also complimented on maintaining a focus on our mission and on strength-
ening our financial condition. The team's suggestions were very helpful,
but relatively minor in comparison to the commendations. So we feel very
encouraged and we want to express our appreciation to Associate Dean of
Academic Affairs Gordon Jackson, the Steering Committee and the
Academic Affairs Office for a job superbly done.
I forgot to mention last month what a joy it was for us to award
Margaret Taylor Doane an honorary doctorate in our opening convo-
cation this fall. Margaret is a pioneer in sacred dance who has written and
taught in this field for more than 60 years. Now 90 years old, indefatigable
and gaining speed, she provides master classes for students enrolled in
Judy Mandeville's sacred dance program. In my convocation address, I
urged out students to be "consequential scholars." Margaret provided the
ideal example of what that should look like.
Homecoming Weekend is usually sandwiched between two Forums
featuring our alumni. This year Marty Miller, '89, spoke on Friday, and
Kurt Liebert, '88, along with his band, Bicycle, did Monday's Forum.
Marty, originally from Selah, Wash., has been with the Office of Rural
and Farm Worker Housing in Yakima since 1992, working with land-
owners and communities to provide adequate affordable housing for
farm workers throughout central Washington. His Forum presentation
centered on his personal and professional journey after Whitworth and
told about how he'd come full circle to return to his hometown. Kurt's
band played songs they've written and performed as they've criss-
crossed the country on pedal-powered bicycles. It was clear as our
students watched the CNN video that chronicled the band's tours that
current Whitworthians were into Kurt's music and interested in his
experiences since leaving Spokane.
Our theatre and music departments will present Rodgers and
Hammerstein's classic tale of young love, Cinderella, in Whitworth's
Cowles Memorial Auditorium on Thursday, Oct. 29, at 8 p.m.; Friday,
Oct. 30, at 8 p.m.; Saturday, Oct. 31, at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.; and Sunday, Nov.
1, at 2 p.m. This is going to be a great production. Director Rick Homor
says of the play, "Cinderella colorfully and magically presents every
young person's fancy that true love is possible and that dreams really can
come true." Two matinee performances of the play (including one on
Halloween afternoon) have been scheduled specifically for the conve-
nience of families who won't want to miss this wonderful fable.
You could build a pretty strong case for Whitworth being one of the
two or three colleges in the country most connected to our denomina-
tion, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). We value deeply that relation-
ship. This fall, our faculty has engaged in a series of conversations about
what that connection should mean. Historians Dale Soden and Arlin
Migliazzo are leading these four-part discussions over the next several
weeks, with nearly 25 percent of our faculty participating.
ENROLLMENT
This weekend is Great Escape, the first of our three big campus visit
programs. A couple of hundred high school seniors flocked in Saturday
afternoon and are attending classes on Monday. Campus visits are very
important in helping students to experience college life and get an
"unvarnished" look the Whitworth campus. One of the participants will
be our 12th-grade son, a veritable expert in the whole area of varnish.
Future campus visit dates are Nov. 5-6 for TGIWhitworth, and Feb. 14-15,
1999, for Campus Close-Up.
STUDENT LIFE
Homecoming was so great. Alumni of all ages returned to campus
October 3 for a wonderful weekend. The Class of '88 enjoyed a warm
reunion (which included the classes of '87 and '89, as well), a good-sized
group of alumni went on a brisk morning tour of campus, spontaneous
parties broke out all weekend, and a hearty group of young alumni defeated
a student team in Ultimate Frisbee. And, of course, there was yet another
ho-hum Homecoming victory delivered by our football team (see
Athletics). Thanks to all who came back. It was really good to see you.
Community Building Day was a huge success. All kinds of service
projects were completed around Spokane. This wonderful Whitworth
tradition brings students together in an activity that fulfills the last words
in our mission statement, "to serve humanity." Projects ranged from 250
residents of Warren and Baldwin-Jenkins Halls cleaning up Beacon Hill to
a couple of guys going over to do yardwork at the home of a person who
was recently widowed.
Parents, don't forget Parents' Weekend Oct. 30 - Nov. 1. It's later this
year than usual, so the campus and the weather won't be as attractive, but
your students will really need you then. As we end October, the weather
cools, daylight savings flips off, post-midterm fatigue sets in, and it's still
a long haul to Thanksgiving vacation. If you can attend, you can brighten
your children's spirits more than you know. P.S. They asked me to tell you
not to forget your wallets.
Upcoming student activities include contra dancing (your guess is as
good as mine) with professional callers, intramural Ultimate Frisbee
and volleyball, whitewater rafting, Wild Walls climbing, a three-day
backpacking trip to Smith Rock, a mountain-biking trip at Schweitzer,
toga party, Habitat for Humanity Benefit Concert, Extravaganza Latina,
Gospel Explosion, the movie "Jaws" viewed from inner tubes in the
swimming pool, the Halloween Masquerade Ball, and the annual
McMillan Haunted House (I know: How is that any different from the
rest of the year in McMillan?).
RESOURCES
The dedication of Phase H of the Campus Center will be held on
Friday, Oct. 23. Gracing the occasion will be Christina Hixson, sole
trustee of the Ernst F. Lied Charitable Trust, whose support and wisdom
made construction of the Campus Center possible. We will also have other
luminaries on campus connected with great news I'll report next month.
The Whitworth Fund is off to an excellent 1998-99 start. By the end
of September, you had given more than $177,000 — that' s $91,000 more
than we had in hand at this time last year. We have to keep working
diligently on this unrestricted giving fund. It is the only gift revenue we
build into our operating budget, so it's vital to our success. Thanks so much
for your support.
Our Phonathon students play a big role in our fund-raising efforts. Oct. 24, and again at the Northwest Conference Championships at
They're an amazing group. After two weeks of calling, they've collected Pacific Lutheran on Halloween.
more than $85,000 in pledges that will go toward financial aid and other
high-priority needs of our students. I'll tell you next month how they're
progressing toward their $175,000 goal. Incidentally, this year's Phonathon
team includes eight of our Hawaiian students, so there's a lot of "aloha"
charm floating around the phone banks. I also wanted to tell you that
Whitworth Fund Director Dolly Jackson reports, "It's okay to play with
matches!" One of our generous trustees has offered to match up to $62,000
in Whitworth Fund giving increases. So when a student calls and asks you
to increase your 1998-99 giving over what you shared with us last year, our
trustee challenger will match your increased giving dollar-for-dollar.
Thanks for helping us take full advantage of this great incentive!
ATHLETICS
(I've finished writing everything in this letter, except "Athletics," while
traveling the last two days. With big contests this weekend, I think I'll
prevail upon Terry Mitchell, who's always the last person to see these
newsletters before they go out, to report on the Bucs' athletic pursuits.
Thanks to Terry for this and for all her editorial work. We're a good team.
I take out the split infinitives and she takes out my whining.)
The Buc football team came oh, so close to beating Linfield in
McMinnville last Saturday. The defense was awesome, holding the
Wildcats to just 10 points; unfortunately, Linfield's defense held our
guys to just 7. Sophomore Sky Blake, senior Ryan Wilson and junior
Chris Wilson (no relation) led the charge for the Whitworth "D" in a
game that was a dogfight from start to finish. The Bucs now stand at
1-I in conference and 2:3 overall. With this near-win against one of our
conference's great teams, the guys showed again that they're on their
way up in the NWC. After beating Montana Tech (ranked fifth in the
nation) and blowing out UPS at Homecoming (42-6), the Men in Black
are hungry for that next big win.
The volleyball team continues to struggle a bit, but the team's newest
members are stepping up to assist their more experienced counterparts.
Freshmen Jennifer Kann, Abby Jo Hornstein, Megan Peric and Sarah
Temple are part of the wave of the future, and all have been seeing lots
of playing time lately. Abby leads the team (currently 1-6 in confer-
ence, 2-11 overall) in kills (64), attacks (284), service aces (12), and
digs (77 — tied with senior Mary Hubele). With younger players like
these, as well as some excellent veterans, the Bucs' future looks bright.
As runners go, ours do. The women of the cross-country team, with
sophomores Annie Scott and Katie Schlotfeldt out front, are making
their mark in the NWC. Head Coach Toby Schwarz believes that their
success will continue. "They have a real chance of finishing in the top
four of our conference," he says. The men, too, are improving from last
season; all the returners have cut more than a minute off last season's
times, and freshman Adam Thornton is running well in the No. 2 slot.
Both teams will be ready to crank it up at a local invitational meet on
Women's soccer is riding the roller coaster. In what was billed as one
of those dreaded "rebuilding years," the women have experienced quite
a few bright spots along with the tough defeats. They currently stand at
2-4 in conference and 3-6 overall. The Bucs' most recent games were
1-0 losses to Seattle (in overtime) and UPS, so other teams certainly
aren't dominating Whitworth's players. Head Coach Sean Bushey is
happy with his team's effort, and he mentions seniors Amber Young,
Heidi Bohnett, Stacia Marks and Lehua Kay as some of his strongest
players and leaders. "All of them have been warriors for us out there,"
he said. A good homestand would mean a great shot at another playoff
run for the Pirate women.
After a tough losing streak, the men's soccer team is back on track
in a big way. The Bucs lost four straight conference games, each one
a battle, and things were looking a little bleak until Whitworth came
home to take on NAIA champion Seattle University, followed by the
UPS Loggers, last year's second-place finishers in the conference. The
guys took out Seattle 2-1 on goals by freshman J.J. Klaus and sopho-
more Andrew Dickson, then went out and beat UPS by the same score.
Must be that Marriott home cookin' (and a lot of hard work and talent).
J.J. was named Northwest Conference Player of the Week for his great
play in both games, and junior Jace Jones and sophomore Mark Lupton
were instrumental in the big wins, as well.
DATES TO REMEMBER
Oct. 29 - Nov. 1
Oct. 30 -
Nov. 21
Nov. 21
Dec. 4 - 6
Dec. 11 - 12
Cinderella Fall Production
Cinderella Pre-Play-Dessert, Campus Center
Joe Lovano Pre-Concert Dessert, Campus Center
Joe Lovano in Concert with the
Whitworth Jazz Ensemble
Christmas Festival Concerts in Bellevue,
Gig Harbor and Seattle
Christmas Festival Concerts in Spokane
(Call 509-777-3707 for information about Whitworth Theatre events,
509-777-3280 for information about on-campus musical events, and
509-777-3799 or 1-800-533-4668 for information about Christmas
concerts and pre-event desserts.)
Thanks again for your interest and support. We're doing our best to
fulfill Whitworth's great mission. In the midst of the Washington
scandal and the charges brought against President Clinton, my infi-
nitely better half, Bonnie, gave me this passage from the Psalms: "He
chose David his servant.. . to be shepherd of his people . . . . And David
shepherded them with integrity of heart, and with skillful hands he led
them." May we be and prepare such leaders.
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SEPTEMBER '98
They're back. And they brought 500 of their friends. It's the second week of class and we're all very excited about the new year. For those of you who
are new to the Whitworth community, this Mind and Heart is the first of nine monthly newsletters you will receive from me. I try to report campus highlights.
and occasionally I lapse into whining or bragging about whatever. The letter goes to donors, recent alumni, parents of current students and anybody else
who wants it. I hope this Mind and Heart finds you refreshed from a good summer. Those of you who are parents of new students, your children are fine.
In fact, they're in the library and they come out only to go to the chapel. Trust me.
IN THE BEGINNING
I usually begin this letter with academics, but this time of year we get
many questions about the start of school. Our student leaders spent a full
week of training for the year, then provided an extraordinary welcome for
new students as they arrived Labor Day weekend. The theme for Orienta-
tion was "Where is the Heart of Whitworth College?" built around a
"Where in the World is Carmen San Diego?" motif. Orientation culmi-
nated in the Tuesday night Mock Rock, where the new students of Stewart
Hall won the hearts of the judges with their bizarre, somewhat ethereal
rendition of the hokey pokey.
We don't have the final numbers, but already we have registered the
largest number of students in Whitworth history. The only reason we
have the space for more students is that the growth has come through
retention. This year we had to reduce the size of our freshman class by 10
percent, but the eighth consecutive year of increased retention (10.3
percent above the national average for private institutions) boosted our
total enrollment. Because our junior and senior students enroll in upper-
division courses and often live in independent housing around campus, we
can be a bit more elastic with the number we can accommodate.
Of the 500 new students we welcomed to campus, 375 are in the
freshman class, and 125 are transfer students. Just over half of the class
is from the state of Washington. with 22 other states represented, including
Hawaii, which sent us 35 of its best students. We're also enjoying the
arrival of 40 new international students from 16 countries around the
world. Whitworth's top three feeder high schools are Mead in Spokane,
Kamehameha in Honolulu, and Bellevue Christian in Bellevue, Wash. The
average grade point our freshmen brought to campus was almost 3.6, and
just under 10 percent of the class graduated as high school valedictorians
or salutatorians. My impression is that this class is a fun-loving group, but
one that is here to study and grow.
Many of the 34 new students whose parents are Whitworth grads
joined with their families on the Auld House lawn for a welcoming
luncheon on Saturday. Sept. 5. It was a mini-reunion for many of the
alumni parents, as they reconnected with classmates whose children are
also attending Whitworth this year.
ACADEMICS 
Faculty retreat was superb. Over the past several years, a strong campus
emphasis on faculty scholarship has resulted in more and more of our
faculty members gaining national recognition for their publications. But
recognizing that the "whole student" is best educated by "the whole faculty
member," the faculty executive committee decided that the thrust of
faculty retreat would be an exploration of how we might be more spiritual
in our work and in our lives. We participated in panel discussions and
small-group conversations, and Gonzaga Professor Dr. Leonard Doohan
led us through some methoos for demonstrating the love of Christ and
deepening our relationships with God. It was a great time together.
The Music Department is on cloud nine these days. The choir, wind
ensemble and jazz band have all been invited to perform at the 1999 Music
Educators All-Northwest Division Conference in Portland, Feb. 12-14.
Each group was chosen via anonymous audition tape as one of the two best
regional college/university groups in its category. Incidentally, each of
these groups recorded compact discs last spring that will be available by the
end of this month. Contact the Music Department office (509-777-3280)
if you're interested in purchasing a CD.
This past year, one of our donors made a special gift enabling our
theatre students to attend several spring conferences. The students
performed superbly, and two of our '98 graduates won jobs with national
Christian theatre companies (Kate Hancock with STOP, in Alabama, and
Kelly Simon with AD Players, in Houston).
Congratulations to two of our faculty, Assistant Professor of Education
Barb Sanders and Assistant Professor of Mathematics/Computing Kent
Jones, who completed their doctoral programs this summer.
Kent has another reason for celebration: the completion of the new
state-of-the-art computer lab in the Lindaman Center, which will be used
exclusively by our computer science students. With the expansion of our
computer science program, this high-powered laboratory is essential.
Our accreditation visit is now just a week away. The event for which
we've prepared for 18 months will culminate in a three-day visit by a
12-person team, on Sept. 28-30 (which just happens to coincide with
"Be Nice to Strangers on Campus Week"). While accreditation focuses
primarily on academic quality, the process includes a thorough aSserment
of how well we carry out our mission, including examination of our
financial operations, physical plant and student services. I think we're in
good shape on all fronts, and we're expecting good feedback from the
Northwest Commission on Colleges team.
RESOURCES
The big news is the opening of Phase H of the Campus Center. Students
are raving about the new dining hall. Predictably, the first week of classes
brings long lines while students figure out how to distribute themselves.
But everyone agrees that the spacious dining area works beautifully and
that the presentation, variety and quality of the food are excellent. (In
general, college students claim the term "dining hall food" is an oxymoron,
so we're very pleased.) Although Phase I opened three years before Phase
II, the structure came together seamlessly into one magnificent building.
Thanks to all of you who supported these projects.
Another visible campus improvement was completed on the east side
of Cowles Auditorium. A circular drive off Hawthorne Road, landscaped
beautifully, provides drop-off access and short-term parking in front of a
new Cowles Auditorium entrance. I always thought that the little elbow
between Cowles and McEachran was particularly ugly, so I'm really happy
about this change.
Those of you whose last visit to the Whitworth campus predated 1990
would be stunned. Recently, a college association official remarked to me
that we have the prettiest college campus in the Northwest. I apologize for
this shameless boasting; I know there are many beautiful campuses in our
region, but many of you helped make the campus improvement possible,
and I wanted you to know how great things look. Our abundant wooded
acreage, through which no public road runs, is maintained by a great crew
that does excellent work. This past Monday, Bonnie and! hosted the whole
Physical Plant staff for lunch, and we were again impressed with this
happy, hard-working group of people who take pride in representing
Whitworth's mind-and-heart mission in a very tangible way.
Some of you have asked how badly we've been whipsawed by recent
stock market volatility. Our asset allocation is such that it moderates
market gyrations to some extent, with our main defense being a long-haul
philosophy and a relatively low spending rate. Currently, we draw five
percent of the past five-year average as income from our endowment.
Frankly, our donors' financial condition is as important to us as our own,
because we rely more heavily on gifts to The Whitworth Fund than we do
on endowment income.
Our student phonathon teams are gearing up. I'm sure many of you feel
that telemarketing is the cultural equivalent of a plague of locusts, but it is
a great way for our students to invite alumni and friends to support
Whitworth College. You have been so cordial to our students in the past
that they sincerely look forward to their conversations with you. Whether
or not you make a pledge, we appreciate the interest you show in our
students and we assure you that they are grateful for your part in their
education.
STUDENT LIFE
Studeriattivities in the month of September are dominated by various
start-up events. Last weekend a sand-court inter-dorm volleyball tourna-
ment took place, followed by Stewart Hall's traditional lawn dance. The
night before, an interesting group called "Street Nicks" performed in
Cowles Auditorium. They are a group of a cappella singers who make all
the sounds of a band with their voices. One of our children does that, but
not on purpose.
We are greatly encouraged by the abundance of student-initiated
service activities. Much of the planning in Student Life centers around
helping others rather than entertaining ourselves. A couple of days ago,
students held a fair featuring all the service organizations that have been
started or supported by students. In amazing numbers, Whitworth students
are feeding the homeless, tutoring the educationally disadvantaged, be-
friending the lonely and doing manual labor that empowers others to serve.
Be careful about telling these hard-working, compassionate students that
the real world begins after college. Some of them deal with a slice of reality
that many of us don't have the courage even to approach.
ATHLETICS
Our football team staged a late comeback against the highly ranked
team from Western Oregon University, only to fall a bit short, 38-30.
The offense played well the entire game, but the defense had a rough first
half. Both the guys and the staff were encouraged, but not satisfied, by the
opening game performance. Thanks to all of you who came out to the Pine
Bowl on a spectacular September Saturday afternoon. (I just got back from
our second game, against nationally ranked Montana Tech, and the Bucs
pulled off a great upset, 28-13 The defense was superb. I'll tell you all
about the game next time.)
The women's soccer team picked up that first big win this week. The
Pirates beat Northwest Nazarene convincingly, 4-1, but struggled offen-
sively against PLU last Saturday. Senior Heidi Bohnett and freshman
Jessie Butte each scored a goal and an assist in the victory against
Northwest Nazarene. The women play three NWC road games this week,
and then it's back to the Pine Bowl for some more conference action.
Men's soccer got off to a fast start with a couple of wins in the season's
first weekend. The Bucs defeated Northwest College by a whopping
7-0, with seven different Pirates scoring goals. The men were also
victorious over the Geoducks from The Evergreen State College, 2-0.
Junior Ben Wickert scored the first (game-winning) goal 10 minutes into
the second half, and sophomore Mark Lupton booted in another one for
good measure. In league action, the Pirates lost to PLU 1-0 in a heart-
breaker. Next week, the guys take on George Fox, an early favorite for the
NWC title, and Pacific.
The volleyball squad is 2-6 at the beginning of NWC play. The Pirates
defeated Pacific (15-4, 15-1, 15-11), led by senior Sonya Schaumberg's
nine kills in 16 attempts with no errors. Freshman Jennifer Kann also shone
for the women, with 26 assists and seven digs, and freshman Sarah Temple
added eight kills and three assists on blocks for the Pirates. In a tough loss
to the women of George Fox University, seniors Katie Jo Borgmann and
Mary Hubele led the way, killing and digging all over the place. The tough
Oregon schools are next on the roster for the Bucs.
The cross-country teams competed last week at the University of
Idaho Invitational, with the women finishing second out of three non-
Division I teams, and the men finishing at the bottom of the non-D-I pack.
Sophomore Annie Scott captured eighth place for the women, senior Dana
Ryan finished ninth, and sophomore Katie Schlotfeldt, hard on their heels,
came in 10th. For the men, sophomore Peter Metcalf was the high finisher
in 19th place. This weekend the Pirate runners travel to Richland to
compete in the Big Cross Invitational.
Next month I'll tell you all about our latest class of Heritage Gallery
Hall of Famers. The Crimson Club will be welcoming these new Heritage
Gallery members at this week's football game.
MISCELLANEOUS
"There's No Place Like Home" for Homecoming '98. All alumni and
friends are invited to return to campus the weekend of Oct. 2-3. There will
be a benefit coffeehouse for Habitat for Humanity on Friday at 8 p.m. in the
Campus Center, and the annual Homecoming football game (this year vs.
UPS, one of the teams the Bucs vanquished last season) takes place
Saturday at 1:30 p.m. We look forward to a big alumni turnout.
Friday night, Oct. 30, enjoy dessert and conversation with director
Rick Hornor before the fall musical production of Rodgers and
Hammerstein's Cinderella. Dessert will begin at 6:45 p.m., and the play
will begin at 8.
On Oct. 17, professors Jim Waller and Jerry Sittser will lead an
afternoon of lecture and discussion for California alumni at Walnut
Creek Presbyterian Church at 2 p.m. Please contact the Alumni Office
(509-777-3799 or 800-532-4668) for more information.
Spaces are still available for 1999 Core 650 tours — to spring training
in Arizona with Ross Cutter in March, and to Paris with Leonard
Oakland in June. Please call the Alumni Office (see numbers above).
DATES TO REMEMBER
Homecoming Benefit for Habitat for Humanity Oct. 2
Homecoming Game against UPS Oct. 3
Fall Production — Cinderella Oct. 30, 31; Nov. 1
President's Club Dinner in Seattle  tott"''  Dec. 6
President's Club Dinner in Spokane.. s CI3b '1‘6,tes`•  Dec. 12r sot vat,-
A couple of weeks ago, I received four very gratifying letters. Three were
from graduates of the Class of '98, and one was from the parent of a '98 grad.
All four letters reflected on the experience of beginning at Whitworth in the
fall of '94 and the importance of the four years that ensued. These letters
serve as a reminder of the significance of our mission and the privilege of
our calling. All of us who work at Whitworth feel very clearly the call of
Christ to open minds and fill hearts. To all of you who have chosen to
participate in this mission through your prayers and support, we extend our
deepest gratitude. As one alumnus wrote this summer, "Whitworth
changed me and! will be forever grateful.... Thank you for your time, love,
and interest in me and in all the students." And thanks to all of you.
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A MONTHLY UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT BILL ROBINSON, WHITWORTH COLLEGE
SUMMER 1998
As usual, summer has covered the campus with extraordinary color and beauty. Actually, this has been one of the more lively "dodge the sprinkler" seasons
in recent Whitworth history. (Everyone who has visited Whitworth during the summer has played, willingly or not.) We've had very little rain and
temperatures upwards of 90 degrees (dry heat, of course, much like you would find in a microwave) all July. When visitors come to campus during this season,
we veterans sport a little swagger in our step as we time perfectly our paths through these water assaults. So last week, when I smugly approached a group
of admiring campus visitors after an impressive display of my navigational skills, you can imagine my embarrassment when an 8-year-old took manual control
of the sprinkler head and drilled me with a full frontal attack. I guess pride goeth before immersion as well as before a fall. But not even an 8-year-old water
terrorist can dampen our spirits as we reflect on God's grace during the year past, and as we prepare for the year to come. Final reports of our 1997-98 year
are very encouraging, as are all the indicators for this fall. Thanks for your interest in Whitworth. I hope this summer finds you well.
ACADEMICS
The big news is from Associate Dean for Academic Affairs Gordon
Jackson, chair of the regional accreditation team. Last week we sent our
250-page self-study to the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges.
An evaluation team will visit the campus at the end of September for this
once-per-decade review. Colleges are more accustomed to giving grades
than to receiving them, but gaining the NASC's approval is important. I'm
sure we'll receive high marks.
A fine group of new faculty members joins us this year. Some of these
names are familiar, as they've already served us well as adjunct faculty or
in other capacities.
• Phyllis Andersen: instructor, modem languages (Spanish)
• Sean Bushey: assistant professor, kinesiology; head men's and women's
soccer coach; head men's tennis coach
• Nadine Chapman: instructor, English
• David Holt: visiting assistant professor, history/political and interna-
tional studies
• Judy Lang: administrative faculty; assistant professor, English
Language Program
• Susan Mabry: assistant professor, mathematics and computer science
and MIM (beginning Jam 1, 1999)
• Douglas Nelson: visiting assistant professor, economics and business
• Martin Niboh: visiting assistant professor, physics
• Ralph (Rick) Otteson: instructor, mathematics and computer science
• S. Bryan Priddy: assistant professor, music; director of choral activities
• Richard Stevens: assistant professor, physics
• Betty Williams: associate professor, school of education
• Keith Wyma: assistant professor, religion and philosophy
Our faculty members continue to make very significant contributions
in their fields. Two recent examples from our science division include Lois
Kieffaber in physics and Tony Mega in chemistry. Lois was awarded a
prestigious POWRE grant (Professional Opportunities for Women in Re-
search and Education) from the National Science Foundation. The grant
will support her research in atmospheric physics and provide $8,000 in
additional instrumentation for the Physics Department to use in student
research projects. Tony has received a $90,000 National Science Foundation
grant that will provide half the funding needed for a nuclear magnetic
resonance spectrometer. This instrument is intended both for our students' use
and for the use of area high school students and their teachers, who will be able
to do highly sophisticated analysis in our remodeled science building. Tony is
now working on raising the other $90,000 of needed funds. We'd love to hear
from you if you have an interest in supporting this project.
With the rising importance of grant dollars, we are working hard to
give our faculty the training and tools needed to generate support for
their projects. To that end, the college's academic grant writer, Lynn
Noland, presented a week-long workshop in June for 30 faculty and
administrators to help them develop grant applications for FIPSE (Fund for
the Improvement of Postsecondary Education), a U. S. Department of
Education program. By the week's end, nine preliminary proposals were
complete; they're now being polished for submission in October.
English Professor Laura Bloxham has been appointed to continue the
fine job of faculty mentoring and development that she has provided as
one of our acting associate deans during the past two years. She'll now be
spending a portion of her time as director of faculty development.
Psychology Professor Jim Waller will go on the road to present Core
650 in Portland on Aug. 29. Jim will discuss Whitworth's nationally
recognized "Prejudice Across America" Jan Term study tour as well as his
new book, Face to Face: The Changing State of Racism Across America.
For information or to RSVP for this event, contact the Alumni Office at
509-777-3799 or 1-800-533-4668.
Journalism major (and member of the Class of '01) Peter Metcalf
ended his first year at Whitworth by earning a spot in a nationally
competitive journalism program in Washington, D.C., run by the
Coalition for Christian Colleges and Universities. Reporting from the
nation's capital, Peter recently had two major stories on politics and
government published in Spokane's Spokesman-Review. I think the D.C.
media could use some Whitworth influence.
A delegation of Whitworth faculty and administrators recently re-
turned from a trip to Korea and Hong Kong, where they visited
Whitworth's sister institutions and met with corporate leaders and social and
economic commentators. The trip, funded by a Title VI grant from the U. S.
Department of Education, focused on building partnerships between institu-
tions of higher education and the Asian corporate sector. According to
Whitworth Institute of International Management Director Dan Sanford, who
led the trip, George Weber (economics & business), John Falvey (MIM), Jack
Burns (education/communication studies), Ginny Whitehouse (communica-
tion studies), Bob Clark (sociology) and Marlene Niemeier (MIM) will
integrate their new business contacts and the information they gathered into
their courses here at Whitworth. Vice President for Institutional Advance-
ment Kristi Bums, who accompanied the group, also traveled to Bangkok for
alumni meetings there. She reports that alums in the cities she visited dearly
loved their Whitworth experience and are now making substantial contribu-
tions to Asian society through their churches, businesses and schools.
ENROLLMENT
Freshman registration for this fall is right where we want it, and our new
students will again be very bright and accomplished. For the fifth consecutive
year, we will be at our "capacity" enrollment. Actually, in each of these years
our overall enrollment has gone up, but growth has been in areas that are
somewhat elastic, such as our evening programs. I suppose these increases
beg the definition of capacity, but we feel very close to the point of optimum
efficiency and effectiveness. The biggest factor fueling our growth is a
retention percentage that has risen every year during that period. Strong
retention is a very reliable indicator of a college's quality, so we are delighted
that Whitworth is far above the national average in this area.
RESOURCES
On behalf of the students and employees of Whitworth College,! want
to express our deepest appreciation for your support during the 1997-
98 fiscal year. The college recorded more than $7 million in gift revenue,
including bequests. Kudos to the people who helped secure these important
resources for our students and faculty, and thanks again to you devoted
donors who have given so generously this past year.
Great news on the Johnston Science Center. The Murdock Charitable
Trust has approved a grant of $500,000 for the center's renovation. As I
have said in past issues of Mind and Heart, over the years no individual or
organization has invested in science and technology at Whitworth at a level
that comes close to Murdock's support. We are very grateful to the
Murdock trustees and staff for the ways in which they have enriched our
programs. Another cause for celebration is a $150,000 pledge to the
renovation project from Telect, Inc. This amazing company, started by
Whitworth Trustee Judi Williams and her husband, Bill, has enjoyed
explosive growth over the past 15 years. Now under the leadership of the
Williamses' son, Wayne, Telect has an explicitly Christian orientation in
its service to employees and customers alike. So we are not only grateful,
but we are also proud to be supported by Telect so generously.
Summer projects are going well, and we look forward to greeting new
and returning students with a number of exciting facility changes.
Phase II of the Campus Center will be operational when the academic year
begins, and students will be able to dine in the elegance of a beautiful and
spacious commons. Early response from students indicates that the new meal
plan, which includes a late-night option (9:30 to 10:30 p.m. Monday through
Thursday), is wildly popular, especially with those known to graze nocturnally
at some of the fast-food joints on Division. Offices of the Student Life staff
have moved to the second floor of the Campus Center and will be conveniently
located for student visits.
Both Arend and Baldwin-Jenkins Halls have been undergoing signifi-
cant remodeling this summer, with huge improvements to the baths, student
rooms, corridors and lounges. Students will enjoy fresh paint (more than 400
gallons of which has been applied by our own capable student paint crew), and
new wallcoverings and carpet. 1 toured these residence halls last week, and
although they're really torn up right now, they'll feel like new this fall.
I also walked through the Johnston Science Center last week. It looks like
a war zone — but that's a good sign. Much of the work being done in this $2.5
million project is devoted to infrastructure. While the project is on schedule for
completion in about six months, we will only be able to use one chemistry
classroom in the building this fall. Classes for biology and physics will have
temporary locations in other buildings for the fall term.
Thanks to your support, and to our very disciplined budget managers
and strong enrollments, the college has completed another fiscal year
in good financial shape. It is essential for us to maintain a stable base of
operations. One small concern at the close of the 1998 fiscal year was that
a wonderful increase in restricted gifts was accompanied by a slight decline
in unrestricted giving, which left The Whitworth Fund (our annual fund) just
short of goal. We rely on more than $1 million per year from The Whitworth
Fund, so we couple our deep gratitude for your targeted gifts with a reminder
of the importance of unrestricted dollars.
STUDENT LIFE
Local parents of Whitworth students, we could really use your help on
Saturday, Sept. 5. Last year we instituted a "Parent Dorm Helpers"
program to welcome and support the parents of new Whitworth students on
the day they deliver their sons and daughters to campus. Dorm helpers
perform all kinds of important tasks, from providing directions to calming
the emotions of parents who are grieving (or euphoric) over the imminent
separation from their children. Please contact Director of Development
Dolly Jackson at 777-4447 if you can help us. Bonnie and I were involved in
this last year, and it was really fun.
ATHLETICS
Last year tens of thousands of you wrote me and said, "Bill, you must tell
us every detail of your 3-on-3 Spokane Hoopfest accomplishments in the
'mature division." Modesty, as well as well as our pathetic performance,
forces me to demur this year. However I do have a great Hoopfest story, which
I have no need to embellish. Here goes:
This year's Hoopfest included a record 4,763 teams, with another 250
on the waiting list. For some reason, Hoopfest officials decided to depart
from their tradition of providing clinics by pros from the Sonics, and instead
brought in the championship 3-on-3 teams from New York City and Los
Angeles to play in the "open division." A lot of people were upset, thinking
that now the competition would be to see who would capture third place
behind the big dogs from the big cities. Remarkably, L.A. was eliminated
early on in the double-elimination format. The N.Y.C. team, with three
former stars from the Big East, sailed through their bracket to the champi-
onship game. A team comprising four guys from Whitworth's 1996
national NAIA Div. H championship runner-up team (Jeff Arkills, John
Beckman, Nate Dunham and Nate Williams) lost in the second round, then
played through the loser's bracket to the final game with N.Y.C. So the
championship game pitted the best of New York City against just a few of
your average Whitworth hoopsters. Center Court was packed with fans,
many of whom (like me) were sunburned and sore from their own contests.
The final game was a war. Williams was unstoppable driving to the basket;
Arkills was big on offense and defense and looked down on the rim for most
of the game; Beckman hit a monstrous three-pointer at a crucial moment;
and Whitworth All-American Nate Dunham lofted in a fadeaway jumper
over former pro Gordon Winchester to seal the one-point victory. We all
went crazy. I sat with Head Men's Basketball Coach Warren Friedrichs, and
even he was rubbing his eyes. Actually, there was more to the story, but this
is all the space I have, and this is already the longest item in Mind and Heart
history.
MISCELLANEOUS
We just finished up the Whitworth Institute of Ministry. What a
privilege it was to host pastors and their families from around the country.
Evening preacher Marguerite Shuster of Fuller Seminary presented fasci-
nating lessons from the life of David; in the Bible hour, Steve Hayner of
Intervarsrty peeled back familiar passages in Galatians to uncover new
insights on the freedom and grace found in Christ; Columbia Seminary's
Ben Johnson challenged, inspired and instructed as he presented strategies
for advancing the church in the 21st century. This teaching was wonderful,
but it was no more effective or important than the rich guidance and care
provided for all the children at the institute. For many young pastors, WIM
has become an annual highlight of family life. Thanks to the WIM staff and
to all who attended. We had a great week.
DATES TO REMEMBER
Sept. 5 Dorms open; President's Reception for new students/parents
Sept. 9 Fall classes begin
Sept. 12 Football vs. Western Oregon State (1:30 p.m., Pine Bowl)
Sept. 17 Pirate Night (5:30 p.m., Fieldhouse)
We at Whitworth are at that point in the summer where our emotions are
banging into each other. We are very anxious for September to arrive, but
we wish it were further away. The different work rhythms and a few chances
to pause make summer a time of renewal. But our calling is students, and
to all of you students who read this letter, we wish you Godspeed. We're
anxious to see you, and in a few weeks we'll be ready for another great year
together. Thanks to all of you who bless Whitworth in so many ways.
